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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: THOUGHTS ON THE STATE OF E.A.C. 

Harry E. Salyards 


Back a week from EAC '90, the varied impressions begin to sort themselves 
out... Still an unparalleled opportunity to examine choice copper; still a mar- 
velous escape, with family and friends, from whatever drudgeries plague our 
everyday lives; and yet a certain sense of caution prevails, on both sides of 
the tables, in face of the skyrocketing prices for nice material^ Many collec- 
tors can't afford to buy it--and yet many dealers can't afford to sell it for 
less, because they can't replace it. The supply is increasingly thin. Gone 
are the days when Jack Beymer had two dozen Chain cents to lay out, side-by-side, 
in his case (23, to be exact, at EAC '82); gone also the days when local dealer 
members showed up with boxes of unattributed early dates (I remember how a cer- 
tain S-144 turned up from such a source at EAC '83). Even the fact of photo- 
graphers working two different corners of the bourse (Frank Wilkinson doing half 
cents. Bill Noyes doing early date cents for "The Book") is emblematic of a 
kind of 'climax vegetation,' to borrow a phrase: all's here that's going to 

be, so it's time to start summarizing... Ten years hence, will we look on 
THis as a lost Golden (copper) Age? I hope not. I hope we can sustain it. 

The interest is certainly there, but at some point, the cost of participation 
could become prohibitive. 

This is, let me hasten to add, a real market-burgeoning demand colliding 
with diminTshing supply to drive prices through the roof--not some 'commem' 
promotion on the teletype. Yet the price increases since my first EAC, in 1982, 
far exceed the real increases in personal income for most EAC'ers over that 
period. Which means you buy fewer coins, lower grade coins, die states--anything 
to stay in the game. If you already had large holdings of early American copper 
in 1982, you've not only had a decent 'investment performance' over the decade, 
but you've had enough of a toehold in the market to continue to expand your par- 
ticipation as a collector. If not, it's gotten tougher and tougher. A 50% 
mistake on a $50 coin is no big deal; but as the $50 coins become $200 coins 
and the $500 coins become $1500 coins (the examples are legion) the pressure 
to make no mistakes rises exponentially. Some thrive on this sort of high-stakes 
game; some suffer. Most everyone finds themselves backing off more often than 
in the past. 

Bluntly put, I fear for the element of fun. In a market where $1000 threat- 
ens to become a trivial sum. Pleasure's days may be numbered. This is very 
real money, after all, for a substantial portion of our membership--including 
people who may be quite comfortable in 'real world' economic terms. It is right 
that they spend it cautiously, armed with all the knowledge they can bring to 
the table. 

With your help, I hope that P enny-Wi se and EAC can continue to contribute 
both to that knowledge base, and Ho perpetuation of our common sense of pleasure 
TFThe 'chase.' We came to this hobby as a splendid diversion, after all, and 
we'd be betraying a 130-year tradition to become so fretfully involved in mat- 
ters of dollars, that we fail to pass that sense of the early coppers' charm 
to the next generation, as it was passed to us. 


Yours sincerely 



************* 
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REVERSE DIE STATE PROGRESSION 
OF THE 

1804 G-8, C-6 , B-6 SPIKED CHIN HALF CENT 
Gene Braig 

Trying to identify the different reverse die states for this variety is 
similar to counting the fleas on the family outdoor mutt--just when you think 
you've got it, you discover three ticks and one scab in your total count, and 
then they all move... even the scab! Some of us believe the number of differ- 
ent "states" may approach the existing total population, depending on the 
eyesight, imagination, creativity and memory of the various observers. 

BACKGROUND 

Gilbert, in 1916, listed 8 states beyond the "perfect" example. Only 
the 1797 1 over 1 had more space devoted to it. (Ebenezer Gilbert, Uni ted 
States Half Cents , 1916, pp. 26-27) 

Cohen, in 1971, teased us with some vague descriptions and plates of 
early, intermediate, and final states. (Roger S. Cohen, Jr., American Half 
Cents , 1971, p. 38) 

Katman, in 1974, writing in PENNEV-WISE, described 11 states which closely 
paralleled Gilbert, with a couple of speculative additions. His research with- 
stands the test of time for the known major states. This was the bug that gave 
me the fever. (Thomas S. Katman, "The Various Reverse Die States of the 1804 
Gilbert-8 Half Cent," PENNY-WISE , Volume VIII, No. 2 (March 15, 1974), pp. 
64-66) 

Cohen again, in 1982, plated an additional intermediate state, changed 
the caption on his final state to read 'late die state,' and wrote about some- 
one with a display of 17 states. (Roger S. Cohen, Jr., American Half Cents 
(Second Edition), 1982, p. 50) 

Breen, in 1983, detailed 16 states and plated 11 of them. (The plates 
for VII and VIII appear to be of the same coin.) (Walter Breen, Encyclopedia 
of United States Half Cents, 1793-1857 , 1983, pp. 240-42) 

Early in 1989, Superior Galleries offered 17 lots, each plated, from the 
Jack H. Robinson collection. (Superior Galleries, "The Jack H. Robinson Col- 
lection of Large Cents and Half Cents, " January 29, 30, 1989, pp. 345-47) 

My interest in this variety developed in the mid-1970's, due primarily to 
inadequate funds. Leaving show after show with no new Half Cent varieties can 
be frustrating. Spiked chins, unbelievably, were still fairly available and 
relatively inexpensive. This is no longer true. Choice examples have disap- 
peared and recent prices, both at auction and privately, attest to the rarity 
of certain states. Demand also seems to be increasing. 

Trailing die deterioration from the remaining struck coins presents a num- 
ber of problems. The examples we study reflect the planchets used, the equip- 
ment used in striking the coins, and everything that can happen to a coin after 
it leaves the mint. 
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The pi anchets used for this variety are uniform in diameter and generally 
of fairly high quality. Weights fluctuate over a wide range, however, indica- 
ting inconsistent planchet thickness. My statistically invalid sample of over 
40 pieces in G6 to AU50 generated weights from 77.1 to 88.9 grains. Not one 
example weighed exactly the statutory 84.0 grains! The lightest example was 
F12 and the heaviest VF25. The G6 and AU50 weighed 82.4 and 80.1 grains, re- 
spectively. Average weight overall was 83.945 grains. Goods and Very Goods 
averaged 82.8 grains; Fines averaged 83.9 grains; Very Fine and above averaged 
84.6 grains. Wear alone does not account for the -6.9, +4.9 grain deviation 
from the 84 grain standard. Each grouping contained lightweight and overweight 
examples. The average grade of the lightweight examples was 15.86; heavyweights 
averaged 18.36. Not one example was obviously tapered, but no measurements by 
quadrant were made, since slight surface damage could have resulted. 1990s 
technology still produces tapered planchets, so perhaps we can presume 1800s 
technology did so, too. 

It is crucial to remember that a soft strike on a lightweight or tapered 
planchet will minimize or completely hide die cracks on the struck coin. Con- 
versely, the strong strike on a heavyweight planchet should produce a coin with 
superb detail, including even the faintest die cracks. Faint cracks on an early 
state can seem to disappear from an obviously later state that has seen some un- 
kind circulation. For these reasons, I try to avoid "states" that consist of a 
particular crack becoming thicker or heavier. Choice, well-struck examples do 
not predominate. 

Just as modern presses do not maintain constant tonnage, striking pressure 
from the screw press of the early 1800s was not uniform. The variance between 
start and end of shift, especially if lunch included a taste of the infamous 
demon rum, should show up on the struck coin. Also, while most coins are well 
centered, vertical die alignment in the press may have been off slightly. Most 
coins show weakness at the bow and the leaves to either side. (A few high grade 
examples show fairly good detail in this area but they are the exception.) It's 
frequently difficult to tell what's happening to the die from what we see on the 
bottom third of the struck coin. 

Die cracks can appear, seem to disappear, and later reappear, but once a 
piece of the die breaks off, all the coins that follow should show evidence of 
the broken die, because there's nothing left to strike that portion of the blank. 
Thus I wish I could explain why some die breaks seem to change their location 
slightly, on this and other varieties, but I can't. One theory holds that a 
cracked die could have been banded, similar to a hose clamp on a car, keeping 
the pieces of the die from breaking away. The pieces may shift around with con- 
tinued strikes and eventually fall away, but during the interim the coins could 
exhibit a before/after/before progression. This is a plausible theory, but I 
haven't been able to document it. Can you? 

One remaining variable in this progression mystery is everything that hap- 
pens to coins after they leave the mint. This variety is generally considered 
to be Rarity 2 overall, but there are very few high grade, well struck and un- 
damaged examples. Finding decent examples to study is the major limitation. A 
half-keg hoard would help. For example, every "perfect" reverse I've seen has 
been on a rough, porous, or granular planchet. 

METHODOLOGY 

Reviewing the existing literature, as noted at the outset, provided the 
basic framework. Two of the top four Half Cent collections, one of which in- 
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eluded an extensive array of die states and comprehensive notes, were studied 
under a stereomicroscope at 30 power. Numerous other pieces over the years were 
subjected to the microscope. The 16 power glass got a workout at many shows 
and conventions over the last ten years. Frank Wilkinson's able photography 
captured three of the top four collections plus three others that included fair- 
ly extensive examples of this variety. The photographs from the 1989 Half Cent 
Road Show ( PENNY-WISE , Volume XXIII Number 6, pp. 354-59) are not available yet, 
but there were no die state surprises. The condition of some of the pieces did 
make this study much easier, however. Finally, there's the network. There is a 
surprisingly large number of collectors who are interested in this variety and 
who have been willing to share their finds and observations with me. 

All this input was blended with what has been printed and plated to develop 
a list of potential states. The list is probably not all-inclusive. And I'm 
fairly sure that not everything on the list exists as a separate, distinct, and 
identifiable state. I'll rely on you to help locate additions and disprove dele- 
tions . 

I identify the states with a decimal system. Whole numbers identify what I 
consider to be major, identifiable states while decimals identify the interme- 
diates. This obviously allows the addition of an infinite number of intermediate 
states, limited only by vivid imagination and the number of places beyond the 
decimal we want to use. It's patterned after the Gi 1 bert/Katman identifications 
since they recognized all the major states. This system can be expanded as need- 
ed and is easy to memorize. 

The drawings include my estimate for the rarity ratings on the major states. 
The total population appears to be somewhat less than the total derived by adding 
the high end of the ranges. In other words, some may be scarcer than shown and 
rarity ratings may have to be raised. The next step is up to you. I need your 
help, your input, your list of states. Let me hear from you. 

Box 334 

North Olmsted, OH 44070 
(216) 327-0641 

I promise cheerful responses to correspondence, calls, and/or coins. 

The relatively limited supply and increasing demand means values should be 
responding. For example, check Coin Galleries 11/85:1491 for what I call state 
B 2.8. It's a beautiful coin and I'm mildly surprised and sorely disappointed 
that my bid fell a bit short. Better luck next time. With the most common 
states falling in the R4 range, no state of this common coin is common. 

This list of states flows logically but is only partially substantiated by 
actual observation. Many of the cracks seem to happen simultaneously; some of 
the breaks may do the same. Careful examination, especially with the early 
crack-only states, is necessary. My personal conviction, until I see a decent 
example with no reverse cracks, is that the die cracked while being hardened. 

The following list notwithstanding, I don't believe we'll ever approach 40-plus 
separate and distinct states. 
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1804 06 Reverse Die "States 


No cracks (Katman 0; Breen I) 

(I'd really like to see a choice EF40 or better) 

Crack (or die flaw/damage) up from top right middle of T in 
CENT diagonally toward nearest leaf on the right 

Crack from rim left of the left M upright to the top of the 
right M upright and the E 

ME crack extends to top of R 

MER crack extends to top of I 

Crack from rim left of 0 to top of F to rim right of first A 
MER I crack extends to top of C 
Crack from D to STA 

Die chip (mouse) on top of left N upright 
Curved crack from left U upright to rim 

Crack at right M upright branches to rim between M uprights 

Crack at right M upright branches to top of left M upright 

Cracks almost encircle the entire coin, missing the E to S, 
first A and final zero 

Faint crack connecting first zero to final zero 
B 1.2 Faint crack from final zero diagonally right to the rim 
Crack from top right of I in UNITED to rim 
Crack over the first A sometimes thickens near the rim 
Crack right of A in STATES may thicken 
Tops of U uprights become mushy 
B 1.5 Area over U toward rim becomes mushy 
B 1.8 Crack left of A in STATES thickens (flying A) 
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Crack at right M upright thickens to rim 

B 2.2 

Crack from top left of C to rim 

Faint second crack from 0 of OF to rim (almost parallel) 

B 2.8 

Crack between E and R branches to the rim 

B 3.0 

Rim break from space between M uprights almost to R 

B 4.0 

ME rim break extends to left side of C 

Mushy area over U starts to break out to rim 
(Some examples continue to show dentils) 

B 4.5 

"Break" over U extends slightly to left upriqht of N 
Area beneath fraction starts to sink 

B 5.0 

Rim break from U covers right N upright except for a small 
indent near dentil 

Area beneath 200 becomes mushier - die is very unstable 

B 5.5 

Break covers N completely 

B 6.0 

Triangular rim break over first A toward F 

(Weak area at fraction starts to look like a rim break but 

dentils usually show) 

Area over the I of UNITED (between the N break and I crack) 
may start to sink 

Rim break from MERIC extends to near the right ribbon end 
(Over the final A in AMERICA) (Gilbert 7; Breen XII) 

(All I've seen also have the next break) 

B 7.0 

UN rim break extends to cover the I 

B 7.2 

Crack from left M upright to rim thickens 
Area over the M starts to break out 

B 7.8 

A very small space over the left M upright remains unbroken 

B 8.0 

Break over the M is complete to the rim 

B 9.0 

Cracks left of O to rim thicken or become a break 

Triangular break left of A covers the F (Breen XV) 
(It may exist. I'd like to see one.) 

Break at F extends to the 0 (Katman 10; Breen XVI) 
(It may exist. I'd love to own one.) 
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EXAMINING THE RARITY RATINGS, PART 8 (1830-1839) 
Tom Reynolds 


The years 1830-1839 have long been considered common and boring. Mintages 
were up and none of the dates are scarce. But if you want a challenge, try to 
find a 30N9, 30N10, 30N11, 31N12/2, 34N7, 35N10, 35N11, 35N18, 35N19, 38N15, 
38N16 or 39N15. For a further challenge, try to find a 31N4, 31N5, 3 1 N 14 , 
37N15, 39N1 or some of the other "common" Matron Heads in high grade. 




CURRENT 


TOP 



RARITY 

NUMBER 

THREE 

DATE 

VARIETY 

RATING 

OWNED 

OWNED 

1830 

N1 

1 

35 

60,58,55 

1830 

N2 

2+ 

13 

45,20,12 

1830 

N3 

4- 

14 

45,25,25 

1830 

N4 

3 

24 

40,35,30 

1830 

N5 

3 

15 

40,35,25 

1830 

N6 

4 

15 

30,25,15 

1830 

N7 

4 

15 

30,20,20 

1830 

N8 

1 

37 

45,45,40 

1830 

N9 

7- 

0 

— 

1830 

N10 

5 

4 

10,7,7 

1830 

Nil 

6 

4 

10,8,5 

1831 

N1 

1 

16 

45,35,30 

1831 

N2 

2+ 

14 

45,30,30 

1831 

N3 

1 

20 

50,50,35 

1831 

N4 

4 

7 

10,8,8 

1831 

N5 

4 

12 

8,8,7 

1831 

N6 

1 

33 

55,40,40 

1831 

N7 

1 

37 

58,55,50 

1831 

N8 

3 

11 

30,15,15 

1831 

N9 

3- 

16 

40,35,35 

1831 

N10 

3 

9 

25,25,20 

1831 

Nil 

2+ 

23 

30,30,25 

1831 

N12 

1 

18 

50,40,35 

1831 

N12/1 

? 

15 

15,12,12 

1831 

N12/2 

? 

1 

20 

1831 

N12/3 

? 

1 

6 

1831 

N14 

5 

10 

12,7,7 
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1832 

1832 

1832 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1834 

1834 

1834 

1834 

1834 

1834 

1834 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1836 

1836 

1836 

1836 

1836 

1836 

1836 

1836 

1837 

1837 

1837 

1837 

1837 

1837 

1837 

1837 

1837 


N1 


2 

40 

60,40,35 

N2 


3- 

22 

55,55,45 

N3 


1 

64 

55,50,45 

N1 


2 

13 

30,30,25 

N2 


3- 

20 

55,50,45 

N3 


2+ 

43 

55,50,50 

N4 


4+ 

13 

63,20,20 

N5 


1 

32 

60,55,50 

N6 


1+ 

33 

63,63,62 

Nl 


1 

51 

55,55,50 

N2 


1 

42 

60,58,50 

N3 


1+ 

35 

50,45,40 

N4 


2 

33 

55,45,40 

N5 


5 

10 

35,25,10 

N6 


3 

25 

35,35,30 

N7 


7+ 

0 

— 

Nl 


1+ 

37 

55,50,45 

N2 


3+ 

12 

40,30,20 

N3 


3+ 

10 

30,15,10 

N4 


5 

3 

12,12,6 

N5 


2 

19 

45,30,30 

N6 


1 

25 

40,35,30 

N7 


1 

28 

45,40,40 

N8 


1 

21 

35,35,35 

N9 


4+ 

13 

35,25,20 

N10 


5 

1 

10 

Nil 


5 

2 

7,5 

N12 


4+ 

19 

20,15,12 

N13 


4 

18 

50,35,12 

N14 


2+ 

22 

50,45,40 

N15 


2 

12 

60,45,40 

N16 


2 

17 

60,58,45 

N17 


1 

14 

45,35,30 

N18 


6- 

4 

7,7,6 

Nl 


1 + 

15 

45,35,35 

N2 


2 

13 

45,40,35 

N3 


1 

39 

58,50,45 

N4 


3 

17 

45,40,40 

N5 


3- 

9 

50,30,30 

N6 

Perfect 

6+ 

1 

12 

N6 


2- 

23 

60,50,45 

N7 


4 

6 

45,35,30 

Nl 


3 

4 

58,25,8 

N2 


2 

11 

40,35,30 

N3 


1 

27 

50,45,45 

N4 


2 

23 

60,55,55 

N5 


2 

28 

50,40,40 

N6 


2- 

20 

55,55,50 

N7 


1 

23 

60,58,45 

N8 


1 

17 

40,40 ,40 

N9 


1+ 

31 

Proof60 ,45 ,45 
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1837 

N10 

1 

29 

58,58,45 

1837 

Nil 

1 

26 

45,40,40 

1837 

N12 

3- 

13 

35,35,30 

1837 

N13 

2+ 

7 

55,50,50 

1837 

N14 

3+ 

8 

35,30,20 

1837 

N15 

4 

9 

15,15,12 

1837 

N16 

3 

9 

50,40,40 

1837 

N17 

4+ 

8 

45,30,20 

1838 

N1 

1 

48 

60,60,55 

1838 

N2 

2 

19 

60,55,45 

1838 

N3 

2 

26 

45,45,45 

1838 

N4 

2+ 

48 

55,45,40 

1838 

N5 

2 

17 

50,45,40 

1838 

N6 

1 

40 

55,50,50 

1838 

N7 

1 

26 

60,55,45 

1838 

N8 

2 

23 

45,45,45 

1838 

N9 

3- 

13 

45,40,40 

1838 

N10 

2+ 

28 

63,58,55 

1838 

Nil 

2 

9 

35,25,25 

1838 

Nil Cud 

6 

0 

— 

1838 

N12 

3- 

15 

45,40,35 

1838 

N13 

2 

0 

— 

1838 

N14 

5 

5 

25,20,8 

1838 

N14 Cud 

7 

0 

— 

1838 

N15 

6+ 

0 

— 

1838 

N16 

7- 

0 

— 

1839 

N1 

3+ 

25 

10,10,8 

1839 

N1 

3+ 

14 

15,12,12 

1839 

N1 

3+ 

5 

15,10,10 

1839 

N2 

1 

20 

63,55,50 

1839 

N3 

2+ 

19 

45,40,30 

1839 

N4 

2- 

33 

45,45,35 

1839 

N5 

1 

20 

50,40,35 

1839 

N6 

2 

16 

40,40,40 

1839 

N7 

3 

19 

63,45,40 

1839 

N8 

1 

47 

50,50,45 

1839 

N9 

2+ 

23 

40,35,30 

1839 

N10 

1 

7 

35,30,30 

1839 

Nil 

1 

24 

45,45,45 

1839 

N12 

5 

7 

30,15,15 

1839 

N13 

3 

31 

63,60,50 

1839 

N14 

3+ 

9 

30,30,12 

The year 

1830 has 11 varieties, one of which 

is rare 

(N9) and two a 


scarce (N10 and Nil). N2 should be R3. N4 should be Rl. N2, N3, and N6 are 
scarce in high grade. 

The year 1831 has 14 varieties and 3 subvarieties. N4 is scarce in high 
grade. N5 should be R3+ and is very tough in high grade. N12 is actually 
fairly common with the two-point break (31N12/1) but very scarce with either 
the three-point break or the two star break (31N12/2 and 31N12/3, respectively.) 
N14 is another variety that should be R4 but is very tough in high grade. 
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The year 1832 is a very common date with only three varieties (none of 
which is scarce); but try to find a high grade N2 ! 

The year 1833 has only 6 varieties and only N4 is scarce. N1 and N4 are 
both scarce in high grade. 

The year 1834 is another year that separates the men from the boys. There 
are only seven varieties, but one is brutal (N7) with only 6 proofs known. N5 
is not only scarce but tough in high grade. 

1835 is a spectacular year. Two design types include 19 varieties, with 
several rare and tough varieties. N2, N3, N10, Nil, N12, N13, N18 and N19 are 
scarce in high grade. N9 should be an R3+. N10 and Nil may be rarer than R5. 
N12 should be R3 and N13 should be R3+. N15 should be R4-. N16 should be R3. 

I have long felt that 1836 is a moderately scarce date. N3 and N6 are the 
only common varieties. My "Top Three Owned" numbers are deceptive as most of 
the balance I have owned are under VF25. N5 should be R3+ or R4-. 

The year 1837 has no rarities. N1 should be R4 or R4+. N2 should be R3. 
N13 should be R3+. 

1838 is a boring year. The 16 varieties are very difficult to attribute, 
especially in low grade, so the "rare" ones may be out there waiting for an 
astute EAC'er to discover them. Two new varieties (N15 and N16) have proven 
very elusive but more show up each year. N4 should be Rl. Nil should be R3. 

1839 is a GREAT YEAR with 5 design types and names like Booby Head and 
Silly Head. There is one rare variety (N15) and a scarce variety (N12). N1 
is scarce in high grade and in Die State III. N13 should be Rl. 

************* 


MORE ON THE S-121a 
Jim Young, Jr. 

The subvariety known as S-121a has provided some interesting discussion in 
recent issues of Penny-Mi se . I would like to add my own "two cents worth." 
Being a dedicated collector of Sheldon varieties and having cherrypicked two of 
the S-121a, my observations may be of interest. 

S- 121a is a legitimate subvariety. As put forth by Walter Breen in the 
March P-W, the "edge beading" more than disproves Dr. Sheldon's belief regard- 
ing the "tampered-with" edges. S-121a definitely has an edge device, as does 
the "plain edge" S-120a. The "pellets" or beads seen on these two subvarieties 
are identical in appearance--tiny round or oval bumps. Sometimes they are ob- 
vious but other times very subtle and scarcely visible. Also they are not uni- 
form, in that they do not extend all the way around the edge. 

From my observations, the examples of S- 1 2 1 a were struck rather late in 
the run of the obverse 3/reverse A mating. They seem to be die state 4 or 
later. They are not all later than the latest S- 121b . 
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Perhaps it happened like this: At the beginning of the 3 : A mating the crew 

striking the cents had a bin full of copper planchets all possessing a gripped 
edge. (Why gripped?:ask John) I'll say there were 20,000 gripped ones in there. 
In a day or two when the bin was down to a hundred or so, someone dumped in per- 
haps a hundred (or two) beaded edge blanks; maybe just enough to keep the employees 
striking cents right up to closing time! The mint personnel may have been obli- 
vious to the edge differences, or there may have been some specific purpose for 
the variations. I don't know. 

Now, knowing that S-121a is a legitimate subvariety, and knowing that I 
collect Sheldons by variety, and knowing that I've cherried two of them, you 
might wonder why I parted with them, especially when my goal is as complete a 
collection of varieties as possible. 

Well, the bottom line is that it's a subvariety. To own the "variety," 
all you need is an S-121b. The difference is the edge, not the obverse and re- 
verse dies. S - 1 2 1 a is presently R6+ (15 reported in "THE SCORE") and S - 1 2 1 b is 
R3 (a couple hundred known). Can you really see paying a couple thousand for 
a Good S- 12 la , whereas a Good S-121b can be had for about $40? I can't. But 
I can see selling for big money! 

The goal (near completion) is a long and expensive task, and to complicate 
it with subvarieties makes it that much more difficult. In my opinion, sub- 
varieties are nice to have, but I'd rather have an R6 variety than an R6 sub- 
variety any day . 

[The number of varieties of 1793-1814 presently stands at 342. With sub- 
varieties included the number increases to 350. The 8 subvarieties are lib, 

11c, '94 NC-4, 18a, 19a, 76a, 120a & 121a]. 

************* 


COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED! 

For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to 
purchase counterstamped large cents, and all dates with the names of indi- 
viduals, merchants, political slogans, motifs, etc. - just about anything except 
stray letters and numbers. I would be pleased to make an offer for any coins 
submitted to me, or I invite you to send them on approval with an invoice. I 
am not looking for bargains and will pay any reasonable price, as they are not 
for resale. 

Please let me hear from you. All correspondence will be answered. 

DAVE BOWERS, EAC #204 
C/o Bowers and Nierena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


************* 
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CHERRYPICKER'S GUIDE TO THE 1796s 
Herbert Silberman 


In looking at any of the 45 die varieties of 1796-dated large cents, the 
key is to "stay right"--that is, if the point where the hair and forehead meet 
is right of the right serif of T, you have a 70% chance of having found a 
variety that is R4 or better: 


S-82 

S-95 

S-102 

S-117 

> 


S-83 

S-88 

S-96 

S-98 

S- 107 
S - 1 1 2 

NC-1 

NC-2 


16 varieties 

S-94 

S-99 

S - 1 1 3 

NC-3 




In looking for this obverse diagnostic, it's 
important to visualize a vertical line from the 
rim, through the junction of hair and forehead, 
to the very center of the coin. You cannot rely 
on the position of the junction with regard to 
the right foot of T, since the 'slant' of that 
letter makes a great deal of difference in the 
location of its right seri f ---compare , for exam- 
ple, the plates of S- 107 and S-115 in Penny- 
Whimsy , 

There are seven exceptions--fi ve with re- 
verses with single leaves at the end of each 
branch, which you'll have to learn (S-81, 91, 92, 

93, and 97), and two ( S- 108 and 110) with a 
double leaf at the end of _ibe right branch: but 

here the point of the highest leaf on the right is left of center below S: the 

opposi te of what you should be looking for (see below) . 



Then, consider the reverses: those with a double leaf on the right branch, 
where the point of that highest leaf is either below the right side , or frankly 
to the right , of S, constitute 100% "keepers"--six new ones 


S-100 S- 103 S-114 

S-101 NC-5 S-115 


--and five in combination with the previous group of 16 (NC-1, NC-3, S-102, 112, 
113). 


Add the compact date with single leaves meeting between E and S 

NC-4 

and the slanting date with the 6 far from the bust and a leaf pointing to the I 
of AMERICA 

S-85 
S -86 

and you have separated out 25 of the current 32 varieties which are R4 or better, 
without having to consult your Sheldon. Lots of luck! 


************* 
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RESULTS TO DATE OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COPPER SURVEY 

Mike Packard 


In March 1989 I issued a call for all EAC members owning Massachusetts 
Copper cents and half cents to inform me of their holdings. In the January 
1990 issue of Penny-Wise John Wright urged all members to participate in the 
various surveys being conducted by EAC members and the Massachusetts survey 
form was reprinted. I thank John for his article because two additional col- 
lectors sent me a list of their holdings as a result. This note presents the 
findings of the Massachusetts Copper Survey. 

As a result of my surveys, I now have data on the Massachusetts copper 
holdings of 48 collectors and two museum collections. There are 638 indivi- 
dual coppers in my inventory for the 45 varieties of cents and half cents 
struck at the Massachusetts mint. At least one specimen of every known "offi- 
cial" variety is represented. I also have data for 15 specimens of the four 
contemporary counterfeit varieties, and these are also included in my listings 
below. 

As shown in Table 1, more than half (27) of those reporting their holdings 
to me reported owning only one or two Massachusetts copper varieties. Another 
12 owned fewer than 20 varieties. This number includes several collectors who 
collect only Massachusetts half cents. I have recorded only 11 collections 
containing at least 20 of the 45 Massachusetts copper varieties. 

TABLE 1. Number of Collectors and the Number of Varieites They Own 

Varieties 1 2 3-4 5-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 Total 

Collectors 17 10 4 4 4 3 5 3 50 


Table 2 shows, for each known variety, the total number of specimens reported 
in the survey, the breakdown by their reported grades, and the five finest 
pieces for that variety known to me at this time. Several caveats are in 
order. I have not seen most of these coins. Several may be misattributed. 

Also, a panel of experts viewing and grading all these coins may reach a con- 
sensus on grade that differs from the grade reported to me. I have seen a num- 
ber of coins that I would not grade as high as the owner does. Likewise, I 
have seen some that I would grade higher. At this time, I have used the grades 
as reported to me. Next, the grade category "Other" is for coins graded AG or 
lower, for coins that were reported as damaged, and for coins that lacked a 
reported grade. Finally, the "Five Best" category includes both coins reported 
to me in this survey and coins I have found listed in auction catalogs. (Again, 

I have used the catalog grade even when I disagree.) The use of auctioned coins 
in the Five Best series is why one will not always find a correspondi ngly graded 
coin in the Grade portion of Table 2. If fewer than five pieces are shown in 
the Five Best category, it is because I am unaware of more specimens than listed. 

As a rule, Massachusetts half cents are more easily found in high grade 
that are cents. More than 40 percent of the half cents reported to me graded 
extra fine or better. Only 20 percent of the cents grade that high. At the 
other extreme, only 10 percent of the half cents graded good or very good, while 
a full quarter of the cents were reported in these low grades. 
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The most common Massachusetts half cents are the 1788 Ryder 1-B (last 8 
high) and the 1787 Ryder 4-C (bottommost arrow in eagle's talon touches the 
period). The 1-B is slightly more common, but was reported much more often 
because there is a vertical die crack on the reverse and a number of collec- 
tors reported both die states. The late state of the 1787 Ryder 5-A shows a 
rim break over the U in MASSACHUSETTS and several collectors reported that 
state in addition to the more common early state. 

The only real rarity among the Massachusetts half cents is the 1787 
Ryder 4-D. I am only aware of 3 specimens of this tough variety. The other 
tough varieties to obtain, in order of relative scarcity, are the 6-A, 6-D, 
and probably the 3-A. 

The cents of 1787 are an interesting group. There are two very common 
varieties (at least very common for a Massachusetts copper), five relatively 
common varieties and seven very scarce varieties. All three of the contem- 
porary counterfeits for this date are rare (the bottommost arrow for each 
these varieties is at an angle well above the horizontal.) I know of only five 
reported specimens of the Ryder 1-B and 5-1, and only nine or 10 of the 7-H's. 
The 1-B is known to have been used as planchet stock for the 1788 Connecticut 
variety Miller 16.3-N. The 16.3-N is known on lightweight planchets that show 
no undertype and on heavier planchets which often do show the undertype of a 
Massachusetts cent. When identifiable, the undertype is invariably that of 
the 1-B. I know of 10-12 Connecticut 16.3-N 1 s with the Massachusetts cent 
undertype. 

The 2b-A (horned eagle) and the 3-G are common. In my opinion, the 2b-A 
is the most common Massachusetts copper. However, because of its easily re- 
cognizable die break, it is often attributed in auctions when no other Massa- 
chusetts coppers are. Even so, it is a very common variety. The rarest of the 
regular issue 1787 cents are the 2b-G and the 4-J, each with only four specimens 
known to me. The 8-G is slightly more common, with seven specimens known, and 
the 2a-F, the famous transposed arrows, follows with a population of 13 coins 
known to me at this time. The 2a-F will always command a premium because it is 
a separate type, but beware when buying this variety. Some very deceptive 
copies exist. 

Nearly half of all Massachusetts coppers minted and more than half the 
varieties struck were cents of 1788. There are 14 varieties from Callender 
dies (S's like S's), nine varieties from Perkins dies (S's like 8's), and one 
contemporary counterfeit. All the Perkins varieties are relatively common. 

The scarcest, in my opinion, is the 11-C. The most common, by far is the 1-D. 

There are three common Callender varieties, the 10-L (most common), 12-M, 
and 6-N (one of the two no period varieites). Four are relatively common and 
seven varieties are R6 or scarcer. I know of only two 13-1 1 s , four 12-0' s, 
five 17-1 1 s , and six (possibly eight ) 12-H's. The 9-M, 12-K, and 16-M all fall 
into the R6 category at this time. The contemporary counterfeit, the 14-J, is 
very rare. I know of two specimens. A third specimen was reported in an auc- 
tion catalog, but the price realized was so low I believe the piece must have 
been misattributed. 


- 144 - 


TABLE 2. Number of Specimens Reported in the Survey by Variety and Grade, and 
Five Best I Currently Know of 


Variety 

Total 

Ml 

AU 

EF 

VF 

F 

VG 

G 

Other 

Five i 

3est 


1787 Half 

Cents 














1-D 

23 

1 

3 

3 

7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

BU 

BU 

BU 

AU 

AU 


19 

0 

5 

5 

4 

5 

0 

0 

0 

BU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

AU 


15 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

0 

BU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

7PB - 

14 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

1 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

4-C 

27 

6 

2 

3 

9 

4 

2 

0 

1 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

4-D 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

VF 

? 

V 



5-A 

25 

4 

2 

4 

4 

6 

3 

0 

2 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

6-A 

13 

0 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

0 

AU 

AU 

AU 

EF 

EF 

6-D 

15 

1 

1 

3 

5 

2 

2 

0 

1 

BU 

AU 

EF 

EF 

EF 

1788 Half 

Cents 














1-A 

17 

2 

2 

5 

3 

3 

0 

0 

2 

BU 

BU 

AU 

AU 

EF 

1-B 

34 

5 

3 

5 

10 

3 

3 

2 

3 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

1787 Cents 
1-B 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

EF 

F 

G 

G 

BS 

2a-F 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

BU 

BU 

EF 

VF 

VF 

2b-A 

27 

3 

3 

5 

7 

4 

4 

1 

0 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

2b-C 

14 

0 

1 

3 

5 

2 

2 

0 

1 

AU 

EF 

EF 

EF 

EF 

2b- E 

11 

0 

1 

0 

4 

3 

1 

2 

0 

AU 

EF 

EF 

VF 

VF 

2b-G 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

VF 

G 

G 

G 


3-G 

27 

3 

4 

3 

4 

5 

6 

2 

0 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

4-C 

10 

0 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

BU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

4-D 

14 

0 

1 

2 

4 

3 

3 

0 

1 

AU 

AU 

EF 

EF 

EF 

4-J 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

VF 

F 

VG 

G 


5-1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

VF 

VF 

VF 

VF 

Fi 

6-G 

19 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

5 

0 

2 

BU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

EF 

7-H 

6 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

BU 

BU 

BU 

AU 

AU 

8-G 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

EF 

VF 

VF 

F 

F 

1788 Cents 
1-D 

21 

4 

1 

0 

9 

3 

4 

0 

0 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

2-B 

17 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1 

2 

3 

0 

BU 

AU 

AU 

EF 

EF 

3-A 

15 

0 

0 

3 

4 

5 

1 

0 

2 

BU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

EF 

3-E 

13 

0 

1 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

0 

AU 

EF 

EF 

EF 

EF 

4-6 

16 

0 

1 

1 

8 

2 

2 

2 

0 

BU 

AU 

EF 

VF 

VF 

6-N 

19 

0 

1 

0 

6 

3 

5 

1 

3 

BU 

BU 

BU 

AU 

AU 

7-M 

18 

0 

2 

0 

6 

2 

3 

4 

1 

AU 

AU 

EF 

EF 

EF 

8-C 

17 

0 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

0 

2 

BU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

EF 

9-M 

8 

0 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 

2 

0 

AU 

VF 

F 

F 

F 

10-L 

25 

3 

1 

2 

5 

5 

4 

1 

4 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

BU 

11-C 

11 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

AU 

AU 

EF 

EF 

EF 

1 1 - E 

16 

0 

1 

2 

6 

3 

2 

0 

2 

AU 

AU 

EF 

EF 

EF 

1 1 - F 

14 

0 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

0 

3 

BU 

AU 

EF 

EF 

VF 

1 2 - H 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

EF 

VF 

VG 

G 

AG 

12-1 

17 

0 

0 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

0 

AU 

EF 

EF 

EF 

EF 

12- K 

8 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

EF 

VF 

VF 

VF 

VF 

12-M 

20 

0 

2 

1 

5 

2 

4 

4 

2 

AU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

AU 

12-0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

VF 

VF 

F 

G 


13-1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

VF 

? 




1 3 - N 

7 

0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

BU 

BU 

AU 

EF 

VF 

14- J 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

BU 

VG 

VF? 


15-M 

9 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

AU 

EF 

EF 

VF 

VF 

16-M 

11 

0 

1 

0 

4 

1 

3 

2 

0 

AU 

VF 

VF 

VF 

VF 

17-1 

5 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

BU 

VF 

G 

G 

G 
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Based on the result of this survey and my study of several hundred auction 
catalogs (published in The Colonial Newsletter , Vol. 29 No. 2, August 1989, 
pages 1100-7), I have decided to revise my previously-published rarity ratings 
for Massachusetts coppers. These are found in Table 3. I must stress that these 
rarity ratings are only estimates, and they will change over time as more data is 
accumulated. Certainly there are numerous collections and accumulations whose 
contents can affect these estimates. In general, as more information is obtained. 


most varieties 

will become 

less rare. A 

minority may 

prove 

less common than pre 

viously thought. This revision reflects 

these expectations 

. Sixteen 

of the 45 

mint-produced 

varieties are 

now considered more common than 

they were 

previously 

whereas seven 

are listed as 

slightly less 

common . 




TABLE 3. --Rarity Estimates 

of Massachusetts Coppers, 

Apri 1 

1990 



Old 

New 



Old 

New 

Variety 

Rarity 

Rari ty 

Variety 

Rarity 

Rari ty 

1787 Half Cents 


1788 Half 

Cents 



1-D 

5- 

4+ 

1-A 


6 

5+ 

2-A 

5 

5 

1-B 


3 

3- 

3-A 

5+ 

5+ 





4-B 

6- 

5+ 





4-C 

3 

3- 

1788 Cents 




4-D 

7+ 

8 

1-D 


3 

3 

5-A 

3+ 

3+ 

2-B 


4- 

4 

6-A 

6 

6 

3-A 


5 

5- 

6-D 

6 

6- 

3-E 


3+ 

4 




4-G 


5+ 

5- 

1787 Cents 







1-B 

_ 

7+ 

6-N 


3 

3+ 

2a-F 

6+ 

6+ 

7-M 


5 

5- 

2b-A 

3 

3- 

8-C 


3+ 

3+ 

2b-C 

5 

5 

9-M 


6+ 

6 

2b-E 

5 

5 

10-L 


3 

3 

2b-G 

7+ 

7+ 

11-C 


5 

5 

3-G 

3 

3 

1 1 - E 


4+ 

4 

4-C 

5 

5 

1 1 - F 


5 

5 

4-D 

4 

4 

1 2 - H 


8 

7+ 

4-J 

7+ 

7+ 

12-1 


4 

4 

5-1 

_ 

7+ 

1 2 - K 


6+ 

6 

6-G 

4 

4 

12-M 


3 

3+ 

7-H 

- 

7- 

12-0 


8 

7+ 

8-G 

7 

7 

13-1 


8 

8 




1 3 - N 


4- 

4+ 




14- J 


- 

8 




15-M 


5 

5 




16-M 


6 

6- 




17-1 


7 

7+ 
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My study of Massachusetts coppers is an ongoing one. If you have not con- 
tributed, please consider doing so. If you have contributed, but your collec- 
tion of Massachusetts coppers has changed since you last informed me, please 
send me an updated listing of your holdings. Finally, I have a listing of the 
holdings of the American Numismatic Society and the National Collection at the 
Smithsonian Institution. If you are aware of any other museums with holdings 
of Massachusetts coppers, please let me know. 

************* 


REPORT OF NEW ENGLAND AREA REGIONAL MEETING 
Joel Spingarn 


On Saturday, March 17, a meeting of New England and surrounding area mem- 
bers was held at my home in Georgetown, Connecticut. 


On display was a complete set of 1793 numbered Sheldon varieties and a 
choice of S-189 in VF-25. Additionally, coins that were obtained in the Chalk- 
ley and Rose sales were shown. 


For our program, John Fettinger gave a dissertation on the advisability of 
"improving coins," how to go about it, and when to avoid taking the risk. 

Included in the attendence were two dealers, and thus a few coins changed 
hands. Those in attendence were: 


John Cloutier 
Don Mituzas 
Tony Sileo 
Jim Neiswinter 
Frank Castonguay 
Greg Woodworth 


Carvin Goodridge 
David Townson 
Patti Gaidosz 
Steve Gaidosz 
Richard Moore 
Edward Bucken 


Dave Palmer 
Neil Brown 
Enoch Blackwell 
John Brady 
John Fettinger 
Joel Spingarn 


************* 


REPORT OF NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL MEETING 
Bill Jones 


A New England regional meeting was called to order atl p.m. on Sunday, 
April 1 with chairman Peter Boisvert presiding. The meeting was held in con- 
junction with the Greater Worcester Coin Show at the Yankee Drummer Motel in 
Auburn, Massachusetts. The following members and guests were present: 


Peter Boisvert 
Ed Bucken 
Joe D'Agostino 
Bill Jones 


David Mackiernan 
Richard Mozdziesz 
Tony Sileo 
Vern Brown 
Frank Castonguay 


Fred Iskra 
Amy Mackiernan 
Dick Marler 
"Ronnie" 


The main topic was the 1991 EAC National Convention, scheduled to be held 
in Boston during the last weekend in April. Peter Boisvert informed us that 
all of the arrangements have been made for the facilities, and that a discount 
package has been secured from the 57 Hotel where the convention will be held. 
Bill Jones reported that his wife, Carol, has volunteered to organize the 
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spouse activities, and she will be distributing a survey in P-W in order to get 
some input from the wives and friends who will be attending the Convention. 

Several interesting coins and tokens were displayed at the meeting. The 
star of the show was a 1798 NC-1 large cent which is at least 20 grade points 
better than the piece which was previously the finest known. The owner found 
this coin in a group of large cents which was recently sold as a lot at a Bos- 
ton auction. The same collector also displayed the last middle date large cent 
he had needed to complete his collection, an 1838 N-16, which he had recently 
acquired. Among the other items displayed were an attractive date set of Clas- 
sic Head half cents, a cent and half cent dated 1829 which were in choice con- 
dition, an 1803 C-4 half cent in VF-35, and several of the pieces which had been 
illustrated in Bill Jones' recent series of articles on the history of the Hard 
Times token series. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

************* 

REPORT OF NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY REGIONAL MEETING 
Don Valenziano, Jr. 


A regional meeting of the Early American Coppers club was held March 31, 
at the annual Metropolitan New York Numismatic Convention. 


The following members and guests were in attendance: 


Jim Neiswinter 
Richard W. Moore 
Robert Schonwalter 
Don Valenziano, Jr. 
Robert Slobins 
Doug Walcott 


David Palmer 
Warren L. Weiss 
Burnett Anderson 
Joel Spingarn 
Ora Vinyurat 
Mike Ringo 


P. Scott Rubin 
Walter Chinoy 
Ray Rouse 
Lanny Reinhardt 
Pierre Fricke 
Doug Smith 


Jim Neiswinter opened the meeting by introducing the officers-elect. 
Chairman, P. Scott Rubin and Secretary, Don Valenziano, Jr. 


Scott Rubin showed a Gilbert Half Cent book with original plates and dis- 
cussed his efforts both in locating the volume and establishing its genesis. 


Robert Slobins showed a 1798 S- 181 that he felt was an Extremely Fine 
example and well into the Condition Census. Because of the heavy corrosion 
noted, most of those present "netted" the coin as some kind of Very Good. 

Our next meeting will be during the Grand Central show, and is tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday, October 27 at 12:30 p.m. 

************* 


ASK JOHN 

JOHN D. WRIGHT, NLG 

"Ask John" answers questions about old coppers and about EAC. AJ questions 
can be sent to 1468 Timberline Dr., St. Joseph, MI 49085. 
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AJ 80: Does the "standing on edge" counterfeit test apply to all large 

cents, lettered edge as well as later dates, or just to one group of dates? 

Are half cents included? 

Answer: I assume you mean the generic statement "if it will stand on edge, 

it's a fake." If so, that's pretty slim evidence to hang a judgment on. Many 
of the modern struck fake LC's have squared rims unlike originals. But cast 
fakes rarely have squared edges. Lettered edge cents (and half cents) usually 
have flat rims, as do many cents of 1796-7 and some 1798's. But most 98's 
thru 1814 have rounded edges and would NEVER stand on edge. Many 1817 1 s (not- 
ably N3 , 5, 6, 8) come with very thick, flat edges and would have no trouble 
standing on edge. Rather than such a simplistic 'test' for genuineness, the 
better course is to know the character of the real ones--and get curious about 
anything that looks 'unusual. 1 

NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last 
issue of P-W. Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual 
are received by the Membership Committee before the July issue of P-W , all 
will be declared elected to full membership at that time. Chairman of the 
Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY/STATE 

MEMBER NUMBER 

Robert A. Roskranse 

Accord, NY 

3255 

Barry L. Faulkner 

Carolina Beach, NC 

3256 

A. Horne 

Washington D.C. 

3257 

Robert J. Newfield 

Kissimmee 

3258 

Robert A. Jones 

Piedmont, OK 

3259 

Robert Starliper 

Steubenville, OH 

3260 

Francis E. Castonguay 

Barre, MA 

3261 

Mike Reed 

Bellevue, KY 

3262 

Gregory L. Woodworth 

Torrington, CT 

3263 

Daniel A. Brown 

Groveville, NJ 

3264 

G. E. Renegar 

Beaver, W V 

3265 

Dan Rich 

Columbus, OH 

3266 

Bill Moseley 

Fairview Heights, IL 

3267 

Stephen Laspada, Jr. 

Boothwyn, PA 

3268 

Edmond A. Pruul 

Afton, NY 

3269 

Buck Sanders 

Houston, TX 

3270 

Spencer Peck 

Oldwick, NJ 

3271 

Richard Hall 

Auburn, WA 

3272 

Alan Anthony 

Leesburg, VA 

3273 

Mark Bergman 

Saratoga, CA 

3274 

Dennis E. Polczynski 

Westland, MI 

3275 

James V. McKnight 

Havelock, NC 

3276 

Gary Cushman 

Chelsea, VT 

3277 

Scott F. Hipp 

Laconia, NH 

3278 

Bob Merchant 

Titusville, FL 

3279 

Todd Truax 

Burnsville, MN 

3280 

Robert Szczepanski 

Chicago, IL 

3Zt5 1 

James E. Vogelsang 

Pekin, IL 

3282 
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Kenneth A. Duensing 


Raleigh, NC 

3283 


Milt Ivey 


Bloomington, IL 

3284 


Robert J. Sternberg 


Hamden, CT 

3285 


Earl N. Sullivan, Jr. 


Pearland, TX 

3286 


John W. Hubbard 


Honesdale, PA 

3287 


Brent E. Wells 


Mt. Vernon, OH 

3288 


Michael Chusid 


Brookfield, WI 

3289 


James Sorensen 


Madison, WI 

3290 


John D. Rowen 


Los Angeles, CA 

3291 


Richard M. August 


Providence, RI 

3292 


Lawrence N. Rogak 


Long Beach, NY 

3293 


Michael Forader 


Bristol , CT 

3294 




************* 



ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, OH 

45215 

FOR SALE: 





JDW series on 1816-1839 

cents photocopied from 1976-77 



Penny-Wise issues Approx. 280 pages $21.00 



#4 Soft jeweler's brush 

$7.50 each 



Jeweler's tissue 4X4 

inch Box of 1,000 sheets $7.50 

250 sheets 

$2. 

Xylol - 4 oz. bottle 

plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 

$3.00 


Wooden stick Q-tips 


$4.50 per 500 

$8.50 per 

1,000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. bottle 

$2.25 


Cast Iron Notary Seal 

Machine converted to make aluminum 



foil pressings 

- 

small size $32.00 large size 

$37.00 



Double Row Coin Storage Box for 2X2 holders 14 inches long 
premium quality heavy duty 103 wgt. pasteboard Red or Black $4.00 ea. 
Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2X2 coin envelopes colors WHITE, GRAY or BROWN 
box of 500 $8.00 Specify color desired. Send SASE for sample. 

Cotton liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior. Fit inside 
standard 2X2 coin envelopes. Send SASE for sample. $18.00 per hundred 
VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics extra wide 
13/16 inch lens best glass on market to my knowledge $45.00 
Sulfur ointment 10% 1+ oz. jar $2.25 

Carton Sealing Tape Tough Clear Acrylic 2" X 55 yd. $ 1 . 35/ ro 11, 6 for $7. 
Heavy kraft paper tape (gummed) 3" wide the tape required by USPS 
for sealing registered packages 60 ft. roll $1.25 600 ft. roll $6.00 

Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816-35 .... 37 pgs. $4.00 
Reviews and Descriptions of all Sheldon NC varieties not in Penny-Whimsy 
Reprinted from Penny-Wise issues 42 pages. $4.50 

Add $2.00 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must give a street 
address, not deliverable to P.0. Box number. 

WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST OF LARGE CENTS FOR SALE. 

Emphasis on coppers with nice color and surfaces. Mostly in the $10 to $200 
price range. Many choice Middle and Late Dates. Some Sheldons, Half Cents, 
Hard Times Tokens. 


************* 
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NUMISCRUTINY: A COLUMN FOR NEWER COLLECTORS 

A SURVEY OF ATTRIBUTION GUIDES 

Jack Robinson 

I recently received the following inquiry from a new member of EAC: 

Might I impose upon you to give me some information regarding attri- 
bution guides? I'm not really sure if I should be using the Sheldon, 
Newcomb, Grellman, or Crosby guides. Your ad in the most recent 
Penny-Wise indicated that the Grellman was a two-volume set with 
something called a "Quick-Finder"? Where can I get the Sheldon 
guide? As you can see, I'm a little green here and would appreciate 
any help you can provide... 

In answering his letter, it occurred to me that my response might be of 
interest to other novice copper collectors. It is reprinted here in that 
spi ri t. 

Although you didn't ask, I'll start with Half Cents. There are two major 
works available. Roger Cohen's American Half Cents was first published in 
1971 and updated in 1982. Walter Breen published his Enclopedia of U.S. Half 
Cents in 1983. Both are excellent reference works, and while there may be 
nominal conflicts in research conclusions, they represent the stated opinions 
of veteran students of the series, and thus help to broaden the information 
available, depending upon how deep the reader wants to go. Each author has 
assigned his own emission sequence and variety numbering scheme. Cohen numbers 
were assigned earlier (as it was the first modern reference work available) 
and they are more widely used at the present time. Both are excellent works! 

Dr. William Sheldon wrote Penney Whimsy and this has been the attribution 
"Bible" for early Large Cents 1793-1814. His book is the most widely used and 
provides an excellent base for Early Cent research/attribution. Unfortunately, 
the book is out of print and a little difficult to locate (at about $125) but 
there are rumors of a possible reprint. Further Walter Breen has already pro- 
duced the manuscript for his "Large Cent Enc.ylcopedia" which is in the hands of 
Bowers and Merena for publishing , possibly in 1991. It will be the definitive 
work on Large Cents in general, Early Dates in particular. 

Howard Newcomb wrote an attribution guide on Middle (1816-1839) and Late 
(1840-1857) Date Large Cents. His book is a little difficult to apply in attri- 
bution because so many of the die differences are so minor and, depending upon 
die state, can differ radically. But as an early work, with what he had to work 
with, it was quite an accomplishment. Some time ago, John Wright wrote a far 
better and more detailed attribution guide on Middle Dates for the pages of 
Penny-Wise , and copies of his work can be obtained from Rod Burress (see ad in 
P-W ) . John also has been preparing to publish a broader reference book based 
on his previous work. We all are anxious to see this updated work in print. 

Jules Reiver and "Bob" Grellman combined their efforts and knowledge to 
publish a two volume set. Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 
with volume 1 covering 1840-1847 and volume 2 covering 1848-1857. The first 
printing was in loose leaf format (very useful) and is an extraordinary effort, 
resulting in a very detailed description of the attribution points unveiled in 
an easy-to-read and to understand format. It has opened the doors of study to 
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anyone interested in Large Cents, and allows even the most modest collector 
the avenue to research, to study and to collect Late Dates by variety. The 
"Quick-Finder" is a smaller booklet that shows important attribution points 
for each date, to provide a handy 'field guide' to match identifiable die char- 
acteristics with potential/possible variety numbers. 

I hope that this answers the basic questions on the available reference 
works. All can be obtained from numismatic book dealers, and various dealers 
in early copper. Prices may vary but not greatly. There are many other fine 
publications dedicated to more specific areas of early copper which, when com- 
bined with the more generic offerings stated above, can provide many hours of 
pleasure and enjoyment. 


************* 

WITHOUT YOUR REPORT THERE IS NOTHING TO SHARE 
John G. Fettinger 

Thanks to a timely assist from John Wright in the January Issue of P-W 
urging response to the various recording projects, my article on the subject 
has provoked a few comments about these services. While some comments are a 
bit caustic, I sincerely thank each of you for making your feelings known and 
hope you will accept my candid remarks in the same friendly spirit that yours 
have been received. 

At the outset, let me assure you that initially I was reluctant to record 
early date large cent collections and waited patiently for a more qualified 
member to assume this responsibility. However, there were no volunteers and 
in the beginning few members even bothered to report! Nevertheless, with the 
help of my wife's typing, which substituted for the computer we didn't have, 
our project began. 

Yes, some uncompromising ground rules were established, but after all, we 
were attempting to record all major collections and the magnitude of this task 
was as yet unknown. Furthermore, since expenses for this project were totally 
supported by our family budget, I felt I had the right to determine how our 
money would be spent. No matter how much I might wish to do so, I cannot 
afford to provide reports to collectors reporting only a few specimens nor 
will I share information with those who could but have not shared with us. 

Fortunately, we have received support from several generous participants 
who are obviously satisfied with our efforts and from Bob Meyer, who now volun- 
tarily provides the computer service that makes THE SCORE possible. 

OK, so maybe the early, middle, and late date large cent recording effort 
should be a combined service conducted and supported by EAC. However, with 
the considerable effort required to record over forty thousand currently reported 
specimens and the possibility of continued increase, it would require some real 
money for centralized computer capacity, an operator, and distribution to members. 
This is not a service that can be supported on the basis of "Let us decide whether 
we'd like to contribute, instead of you making the choice for us. Perhaps some 
of us might (my underlines) want to help with expenses, if that's an issue." 

Would you really start a new venture on such a tenuous basis? Although the re- 
cently published Treasurer's Report may seem to indicate sufficient EAC resources 
for such a project, there is much more to this matter than has been considered! 
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Even if there is membership willingness to support a periodic Combined 
Large Cent Report, as well as other survey reports presently under way, will 
current participants continue to update changes and permit this information to 
be shared with non-participants? In the past, I have received many warnings 
about sharing privileged information, and I know it is not a risk to be lightly 
regarded! Perhaps you will consider the need for such caution to be exaggerated 
but then you haven't contributed to the considerable effort necessary these past 
four to six years to bring our recording achievement to its present level. No, 
this project most certainly is not just for "ultra collectors" and we do not re- 
gard any collection as "meager" nor wish any collector "stigmatized as an Inter- 
mediate dabbler"--but why should the entire risk be ours? 

We too greatly admire John Frankenfield 1 s efforts to record all late date 
collections and can appreciate the reaction, "I'm a charter member of JRF's 
COMMON CENTS because he didn't make me count 'em." However, if this is really 
the best way to encourage reporting, why then have only sixty-six collectors 
reported to COMMON CENTS, while THE SCORE records presently contain seventy- 
eight collections? Obviously neither system enjoys any distinct reporting ad- 
vantage . 

Then too, what happens when our limited computer capacity becomes totally 
utilized? This is why we have established collections with a specimen minimum 
of 150 on one disk for THE SCORE and a 50 to 149 limit for the INTERMEDIATE disk. 
It is also why we are presently studying the possibility of a third disk using 
newly purchased computer capacity which can record DATE SETS PLUS with between 
20 and 49 specimens. The latter possibility will depend entirely upon the num- 
ber of collectors reporting to such a service. This may not satisfy all com- 
plaints, but then what can you do for the member who has "over 400 large cent 
varieties" but has not reported because he "has never learned to grade" and says 
he will not "sit down and try to grade 400 coins for a survey, worthwhile as it 
may be"? 

When I was a kid playing sandlot ball, the rules of the game were often 
controlled by the guy who owned the ball. If you didn't do things his way, he 
took his ball and there was no game. Yes, we too have rules but these were 
adopted to insure recording uniformity on limited computer capacity and still 
gather as much information as possible, not to prevent your participation. 

While we may not necessarily satisfy each of your personal requirements, isn't 
it better to play ball than to complain from the sidelines? 

Admittedly we may need you more than you need us, but at this late date, 
the burden of proof that you will report rests entirely upon tangible evidence 
of such cooperation. Future format changes are possible, but this will require 
the mutual agreement of those participating in THE SCORE. An Early Date Large 
Cent Census Report form can be found in the January P-W . We most sincerely urge 
you to join with us in this important recording effort. 

* * * 

...and from John Wright 

Thank you to the eight members who wrote me about their collections even 
though they totalled less than the count requested. You know who you are and 
have already received your responses from me. To the six other collectors 
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added to THE LIST, "Welcome Aboard" -- but you've already heard that. 

To the named detractors, though I disagree with your position, I thank you 
for putting your own person behind your feelings. We all know this as "adult 
behavior," fully deserving a response -- though I hope less emotional than your 
charges . 

Hugh, what do you mean by "Why isn't EAC sponsoring these projects?" EAC 
does not pay for articles or research. You would propose a stipend, maybe? 

Though I'd be on the receiving end I'd consider that a bad precedent. Freedom 
of information? Summary information derived from THE LIST has been published 
in Penny-Wise for everybody MANY times. I have been asked by many of my con- 
tributors not to publicise specific information (who has which variety in what 
grade) outside of the group that has chosen to share with each other the details 
of their extensive holdings. By NOT betraying that trust the information keeps 
coming in -- to be enjoyed in summary form by all EAC members. By publishing 
the detailed listings of THE LIST in Penny-Wise , I guarantee not only wails of 
betrayed anguish, but a cutoff from major sources of that information. Why 
150 varieties? Two reasons: first, logistics -- I can only keep track of, AND 

PRINT, AND MAIL so much. I currently have over sixty collections listed. 

Second, assurance that this is a VARIETY COLLECTION, not an accumulation or a 
dealer's stock. Three advanced collectors threatened to withdraw from THE LIST 
when I polled for objections to giving THE LIST to a couple of reputable EAC 
dealers. To keep the information channels open, the dealers didn't get THE LIST. 

Barry, I'm sorry you feel "blocked from making a numismatic contribution" 
and that you think I have "devised a system that keeps the members excluded." 

My aim has been and is to gather information for publication. But to just ask 
for information gets few results. I have to GIVE VALUE to entice much of the 
information I want. That's what THE LIST is -- Given Value in return for amounts 
of information (DETAILED information) shared with me. Your EAC dues don't pay 
for this -- the only negotiable currency is INFORMATION. As for a cutoff, I can 
only handle so much tabulating, printing, and mailing. If you want to share 
your collection details with me, I welcome that for any size of collection. I 
have no problem merging counts, adding up rarity-counts and census-counts. But 
I have only so many hours of free, discretionary time and so many resources for 
printing and mailing. I will not be printing and mailing hundreds of copies of 
THE LIST -- until I retire oir get fired so I can devote every waking hour to 
this project. 

I'd love to hear from you date collectors. Your information WILL be in- 
cluded in the summary Rarity and CC counts published in P-W and in my book. But 
THE LIST will be tabulated and distributed only to the limits I can handle. 

As to the Faceless ones ("Additional Comments," "Another Member," and a 
"Ten Year Member"), your points sound worthy of response. But I don't talk to 
walls. Hopefully, Harry will publish no more faceless comments. Put a face 
on i t and we'll talk. 


* * * 
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... and from Mike Packard 

I would like to address some of the issues that were raised in the March 
Penny-Wise in response to John Wright's January piece on the various surveys being 
undertaken by EAC members. I accept input about Massachusetts copper holdings 
from everyone, whether you have one piece or 100. In fact, in my survey results 
article published elsewhere in this issue, I indicate that over half of those 
responding reported owning only one or two Massachusetts copper varieties. The 
half cent survey also accepts data from everyone, regardless of the number of 
varieties held. Not all the cent surveys do. 

I have not talked with J.R. or either of the Johns about this, but perhaps 
one reason they limit who they accept data from is because they do not want to 
be inundated with information. There were 20 times as many half cents minted as 
there were Massachusetts coppers and almost 20 times as many large cents as half 
cents. If I were running the survey for one-third of the large cents (which is 
approximately what each cent survey does) and I received the same relative number 
of responses in relation to mintage as I have for my Massachusetts copper survey, 

I would have received responses from almost 6,500 collectors! From an information 
gathering standpoint that would be wonderful. From the standpoint of one person 
processing all that information, it would be crushing. Computers and good soft- 
ware packages help with the processing, but someone has to enter the data. Some- 
one also has to thank contributors for their input, to periodically ask for updates, 
and to disseminate the information collected. That takes time, dedication and 
some money for printing and postage. None of the people conducting these surveys 
has an inexhaustible supply of any of these commodities. 

Isn't valuable information lost when input is restricted? Indeed it is, 
but sometimes one must give something up in order to get the job done. Limiting 
contributions to those with relatively complete collections will yield quite a 
lot of data on high grade specimens for various varieties, because these "serious" 
collectors will want nice pieces for their collections. It will also give some 
information on the rare varieties because they are more likely to be housed in 
these large collections. A lot of information will also be lost . If the primary 
purpose of these surveys is to upgrade rarity ratings and if data on all varieties 
is not collected from everyone, then, at a minimum, input should be solicited 
from those collectors owning pi eces currently rate R5 or scarcer . If the primary 
purpose is to upgrade Condition C ensus data, then a listing of grades by variety 
should be published with a request for those collectors owning nicer specimens 
to so inform the survey coordinator . 

Personally, I would be interested in occasionally reading about the results 
of these surveys. I have no problem with survey information being circulated 
among those who participate, but I think the larger EAC body also has an interest 
and should share in what has been learned. Summary articles should occasionally 
be written and published in Penny-Wise . 

I know that some people do not want their holdings advertised to the world 
at large, and I think their wishes should be respected. On my survey form, I 
make the notation that I would hold all information provided to me in the strict- 
est confidence. What I mean by that is that I will not tell anyone what a col- 
lector's holdings are unless he or she gives me permission to do so. I take that 
promise seriously. I will, however, use the information provided in summary sta- 
tistics, as in the survey results article, so that everyone may benefit from the 
survey. 
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Originally, I did not share the information provided to me about Massachu- 
setts coppers/but a couple of the Massachusetts collectors I correspond with 
regularly asked to be put in touch with others sharing this interest. I wrote 
to all "serious" Massachusetts collectors (those with 7 of 11 half cent varie- 
ties, 15 of 38 cent varieties, or 20 combined varieties) and those who almost 
met these criteria, asking if they wished to participate in such a venture. 

Some did and some did not. Those who wished to participate were sent the 
addresses and a listing of the holdings of all who wished to participate. Those 
who wished to remain anonymous were not included in the "public" material, nor 
did they receive a copy of it. Since I read the letters in the March Penny-Wise , 

I have considered relaxing my definition of how many varieties are needed to 
qualify as a "serious" collector. Those who currently participate in the "public" 
list will determine if the criteria will be relaxed, and if so, whether they wish 
to continue to participate. 

Let me close with a couple of observations. The purpose of these surveys 
is to collect information. Restricting the sample in a nonrandom way will re- 
strict the usefulness of the information collected. At some point, the informa- 
tion should be disseminated so that all interested collectors can benefit from 
it. All of us have benefited from the writings of Sheldon, Newcomb, Wright, 

Breen, and Cohen. None of these people collected their knowledge in a vacuum; 
they benefited from the input of a large number of collectors. None of them held 
their knowledge so that they and a privileged few others could alone benefit 
(at least they did not hold this knowledge tightly forever). These surveys im- 
prove the common weal. Please participate. If you wish your identity to remain 
anonymous, please so indicate. The information you provide is important, but 
no more important than your right to privacy. 

************* 

BIRTHDAY CENTS FROM 1851 — STILL TOGETHER AFTER ALL THESE YEARS 

Mark B. Holtz 

While I was on one of my post-F.U.N. Show sojourns in South Florida a couple 
years ago, I found myself (inevitably) coin hunting in local shops on a rare 
cloudy and rainy day. After looking over many coins at one shop, the proprietor 
asked what else might interest me. I replied that I was interested in anything 
odd, curious, and out-of-the-ordinary. He then asked me if I'd be interested 
in a couple of large cents that had been together over 130 years. I responded 
positively and after some rooting around in the back room, he brought out an 
envelope which contained two large cents wrapped in an old, tattered slip of 
paper. The slip of paper appeared to be an old printed church notice, with 
handwriting on the reverse side. That message is reproduced along with this 
article, and for those unaccustomed to 19th century handwriting, it says: 

"1842" -- 1 Cent - from my dear 
little daughter Sally. 

"1851" 1 ditto from my dear 

little daughter Anna — as 

their present to me on my birth- 
day March 30, 1851. 
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W.H.W. 
aged 42 
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The coins had obviously been wrapped up in this paper for many years, as the 
photo clearly shows the outline of the coins in it. At one time the paper 
must have been stapled shut, as it bears visible signs of stapling also. 

Amazingly enough (shame on me!) this intriguing item didn't interest me at 

first. The price was not cheap and for some reason (maybe the weather?) I did 
not grasp the significance. In any event, after making some other purchases I 
left the store, leaving Sally and Anna's coins behind. However, as fate and 
the ever-present coin demons would have it, I couldn't get this item out of my 
mind. The next day, sunning on the beach, I knew I had to have it. So, on my 
way to the airport the following day, I headed back to the shop. When I got 
there the proprietor gave me a wizened smile which seemed to indicate that he 
knew why I was there. I paid the man and tucked this piece of history into my 
pocket. 

Naturally I have become very attached to this unique and intriguing item. 

From it we can learn a few things about large cents that we otherwise may never 

have known, and as such, I want to share this information with my fellow EAC 
members . 

The coins are further described as follows: the 1842 is a Large Date, N-5, 

a nice brown, graded VF-30. The 1851 is a lovely red and brown UNC, N- 1 3 , with 
a small staple scratch in the obverse field. The first thing of interest is 
that we can accurately determine a chronology of wear by looking at this 1842 
cent. Assuming, arguendo, that the coin was taken out of circulation early in 
1851, we can see that it wore down from UNC to VF-30 in nine years. I wonder 
if this is an accurate representation of the wear patterns for other coins; but 
in this case, we have definite proof. The 1851 is even more intriguing for the 
information about large cents that it gives us. As the mysterious W.H.W. had 
his birthday on March 30 (one day before mine, I might add) we know that the 
coin had to be obtained sometime before that, say two weeks or so. We now know 
based on this information, and this information alone I might add, that the 
Newcomb-13 variety of 1851 was one of the first die combinations used in that 
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year, as it must have been struck and released to circulation in time for it to 
be obtained by Anna by March 15, 1851. The coin was new when obtained. 

One piece of information I wish I did have was the location of W.H.W.'s 
home. The message reproduced above is written on the back of a printed church 
notice, announcing a meeting of the Board of Managers of the (unidentified) 

Church on the following Tuesday in the Vestry Room. I cannot recall ever having 
seen a pre-printed notice giving less real information than this. No date, year, 
location, or name of church is given. The same W.H.W., however, has signed 
the notice as Secretary. 

A bit of sleuthing is now in order. We have to assume that the city we are 
looking for is a large, east coast one. Why? Well, it would have to be a large 
one to merit a shipment of new large cents so early in the year. For the same 
reasons, it would have to be a city close to Philadelphia. Based on this limited 
information, I would conjecture that W.H.W.'s home was in Philadelphia or New 
York. To further this research, I have checked microfilmed city directories 
for Philadelphia and New York for the years 1850-1855, looking up churches and 
trying to find if any had a secretary with the initials W.H.W. Unfortunately, 
this is akin to looking for a needle in a haystack, and it is also very hard 
on the eyes, so as yet I have not solved this mystery. 

Thanks to the descendants of W.H.W. who elected to maintain these coins 
and the paper together for over 100 years, we large cent enthusiasts now know 
the following information: 

(1) that 1851 N- 13 was one of the first dies used in 1851, as coins 

of this variety were released to circulation prior to March 15, 1851; 

(2) that 9 years of city circulation turned an UNO 1842 N-5 to a VF-30; 
and 

(3) that, at least for 1851, new large cents were released to circulation 
as a general rule fairly early in the year. 

If it was not for these two coins being kept together with their documentation, 
this information would still be unknown. It is just a spot of luck that these 
coins were preserved not only by the family, but by the coin dealer who bought 
them (he did not remember when he got them or from whom, otherwise I might have 
been able to better track the city of origin) and did not separate them, put 
them in 2 x 2's, and sell them off individually. I plan to keep them together, 
and should I decide to sell them, will sell only to another collector who also 
intends to keep them together. A pedigree such as this, while not a famous 
numismatic name, is a unique, special, and personal pedigree, perhaps unprece- 
dented in numismatics. 


HALFPENNY EAR MARKS 
Gary A. Trudgen 

The copper halfpenny was the most common coin used for small transactions 
in early America. Interestingly, I happened upon another use of the halfpenny 
while researching the original late Eighteenth Century records of a small Ver- 
mont town. I don't know how widespread this practice was, but the inhabitants 
of this town identified their livestock (sheep, cattle, etc.) with unique ear 
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marks. This practice evidently preceded the use of the branding iron, where an 
identifying mark is burnt into the animal's hide. 

Contained within the town records for the year 1795 is a list of each in- 
habitant and the ear marks that he used to identify his livestock. In many 
cases, crude drawings were included to illustrate the markings. The ear marks 
were placed at different locations on the animal's ears to form a unique com- 
bination. The following methods of marking the ears were used: a full crop, 

a half crop, a square crop, a hole, a slit, two side-by-side slits, a swallow 
tail or fork (V cut), and a halfpenny attached to the ear. Out of the forty- 
six listed inhabitants, eight used halfpennies or a combination of marks that 
included a halfpenny, to identify their animals 

For example, Nathan Griswald used a halfpenny on the front side of the 
right ear of his livestock, while Gedion Spencer placed his halfpenny on the 
backside of the right ear. Durand Robert placed a halfpenny on the upper front 
side of the right ear and a square crop at the end of the left ear. Stephen 
Spencer placed his halfpenny on the underside of the right ear and a swallow 
fork at the point of the left ear. John W. Green outdid them all by using two 
halfpennies. He placed a halfpenny on the upper side and the other halfpenny 
on the underside of the right ear and also cut a slit in the same ear. It is 
unknown how the halfpennies were attached to the ear. Maybe they were placed 
just under the skin. 

The town records always stated that a halfpenny was used. However, it is 
probably safe to assume that any copper coin of halfpenny size was used. This 
would include genuine regal halfpence, counterfeit halfpence struck in England 
or America, any of the various state copper issues, and even the large cent 
minted in the newly established federal mint in Philadelphia. Who knows, per- 
haps your prized rare early American copper once resided in the ear of a cow! 

★ *****★**★★*★ 

THE 1993 BICENTENNIAL OF FEDERAL COPPER PRODUCTION: A VISIONARY SCHEME 

Ray Rouse 

With the bicentennial of U.S. copper coin production due in 1993, the time 
to develop one or more educational projects to interest the general public in 
early copper coins would appear to be upon us. One such project is suggested by 
the enthusiasm generated at each year's EAC meeting when Mike Packard counter- 
stamps beat-up large cents for convention attendees. Now, I am not so interested 
in counterstamping more beat-up large cents (it's too close a description of 
much of my material) as in the enthusiasm of people watching Mike or taking part 
in the counterstamping. Clearly, the production of a piece of copper "sculpture" 
is of both educational value and interest. The enthusiasm is infectious, and 
we need to communicate this to the public. 

My proposal is to develop the ability to replicate the production of early 
American copper coins in a coin show environment. The idea is not simply to 
sell copper tokens that look like large cents, but to have a show-and-tell with 
participation by the audience. For example, a young attendee at an ANA conven- 
tion would select a blank planchet from a barrel full, walk over to a screw press, 
place the planchet on the die, and with assistance turn the press to make an 
impression on the planchet, remove the token from the press, take it to the edging 
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device, then hand polish it, etc. (I don't think it is practical to have them 
cut letters into the die, but a clay model might be made to show them how it 
works or even for them to practice on.) At each step of the production, an EAC 
member could explain some of the history and lore surrounding the making of 
early copper. 

Now I realize that this a slow and laborious process; however, the objec- 
tive is to educate and motivate young people to study and collect early coinage. 

To do this we need projects that generate enthusiasm and produce tangible results. 
Comments, criticisms, fresh ideas, or even outright rejection of this scheme 
are encouraged. What is not acceptable is to ignore the opportunity that 1993 
will present to promote our hobby. 

************* 


ON PACKARD'S PUZZLER 
Ron German 


I have long suspected that there might be other uses for a home computer 
besides keeping up with a coin collection. This confirms those suspicions. 


Mike Packard's friend, Mr. Haypenny, was quite sly (P-W Mar. 15). He has 
given enough information to know the number of cents in his collection but 
only if one is willing to make over 15,000 calculations. That's because Mr. 
Haypenny's riddle reduces to nine equations with ten unknowns making an analy- 
tical solution impossible. Fortunately, my desktop PC (Penny Counter) was 
waiting for a chance like this. So I fed it a short BASIC program to find the 
solution, as follows: 


100 FOR Q 
110 Rl= Q 


= 750 TO 4000 
-10*INT(Q/10) : 


IF Rl=9 THEN 120 ELSE 200 


120 

R2= Q-9*INT(Q/9) 

IF 

R2=8 

THEN 

130 

ELSE 

200 

130 

R3= Q-8*INT(Q/8) 

IF 

R3=7 

THEN 

140 

ELSE 

200 

140 

R4= Q-7*INT(Q/7) 

IF 

R4=6 

THEN 

150 

ELSE 

200 

150 

R5= Q-6*INT(Q/6) 

IF 

R5-5 

THEN 

160 

ELSE 

200 

160 

R6= Q-5*INT(Q/5) 

IF 

R6=4 

THEN 

170 

ELSE 

200 

170 

R7= Q-4*INT(Q/4) 

IF 

R7-3 

THEN 

180 

ELSE 

200 

180 

R8= Q-3*INT(Q/3) 

IF 

R8=2 

THEN 

190 

ELSE 

200 

190 

R9= Q-2*INT(Q/2) 

IF 

R9=l 

THEN 

195 

ELSE 

200 


195 PRINT Q ,R1 ,R2 ,R3 ,R4 ,R5 ,R6 ,R7 ,R8, 
200 NEXT 


R9 


Line 100 iterates between The number of Mr. Haypenny's varieties and die 
states and the maximum of 4000 cents. Lines 110 - 190 calculate the "remainders" 
in the riddle for each possible number of coins (750 to 4000). When the 
"remainders" all match Mr. Haypenny's conditions, the program prints the number 
of coins, Q, and all the "remainders" (line 195). 


Only one solution exists between 750 and 4000, and that is 2519 cents. 

But we're not through. You may have heard of a very philanthropic large 
cent collector who gave away his 1793 Cent collection, which was not complete, 
to three underfinanced but very deserving collectors. To the first he gave 
one-half of his collection plus one half cent. To the second he gave one-half 
of the remaining collection plus one half cent. And to the third he gave one- 
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half of what now remained plus one half cent. But since our philanthropist 
was a large cent collector only and had no half cents, how many cents were in 
his collection? 

Editor's Note : Ron's was the first correct reply received. Ray Williams, Bob 

Merchant, Jack Robinson, Mike Schmidt, Peter Scherff, Bruce McGeehan, Gene 
Braig, Charles Barasch, and Dick August also answered the puzzler correctly. 
For Charlie's elegantly simple, non-computerized technique, see "Letters to 
the Editor." 


************* 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Jeffrey Amelse writes, 

This letter is in response to the article by J. G. Fettinger entitled 
"Sharing Our Frustration," that appeared in the January, 1989 issue. I am a 
new member, and this issue was one of the first two that I have received. 

In his article, Mr. Fettinger asks why so few have responded to the Collec- 
tion List surveys. I suspect that the answer is that the majority of EAC 
members do not have collections that meet the required minimum number of spe- 
cimens. My purpose in writing is not to answer Mr. Fettinger's question, but 
to express concern that limiting the Collection List surveys to large collec- 
tions may not provide a true estimate of population statistics. 

First, I suspect that many rare coins are included in small collections. 

For example, in my modest collection of 72 large cents are several R-3's, and 
one R-4. I purchased most of these coins not for their rarity, but as examples 
of date. Furthermore, about 80% of the coins, including some of the R-3's were 
not attributed when I bought them. The sellers priced them based on date and 
condition alone. Second, I believe that restricting sampling to large collec- 
tions will underestimate rarity for the less common varieties. Large collec- 
tion owners are more likely to have one of each variety than a statistical 
distribution of varieties. 

In summary, I believe that estimating rarity based on a sampling of large 
collections is like estimating the fish population in a pond by throwing in a 
big rock and counting the number of fish that jump out of the water. I propose 
that members neglect the minimum specimen number requirements and contribute 
a list of their collections, no matter how meager. A complete census may be a 
lot more work. It may be an impossible undertaking. But, the government 
knows that a complete census is the only census that will provide meaningful data. 


George W. Daniel writes, 

I was quite pleased to read, in the March MaI, that my opinions regarding 
surveys and census are not in the minority. . .Not all of us have hundreds of 
coppers, nor are all of our coins AU or better. But I for one have a couple 
that are Condition Census, and one that I am sure is unique and as yet unknown 
to many of the experts. 

Though I have a large library and have been collecting over fifty years, 

I may never be a true numismatist. But I enjoy my hobby, and I really love 
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early American coppers; so I refuse to be discouraged from continuing. . .Maybe 
the Club should consider a subdivision for those of us who may not "measure up, 
yet still like our date collections and fully intend to continue. 

Editor's Comment : We'd all welcome a report on your unique piece for the pages 
of Penny-Wi se ! 


************* 


Phil Clover writes, 

I wish to take exception to the critical opinions about THE SCORE and its 
relatives in the March P-W , in particular to the fact everyone can't be listed 
regardless of the size of his or her collection. John and others started these 
projects on their own at their own expense and use a tremendous amount of time 
and energy to try to get advanced collectors to continue sending updates. Just 
to keep up with address changes alone is a project by itself, and if every col- 
lection from say 50 coins up was listed, it would be impossible for one person to 
do. Then EAC would have to fund it, hire help, and charge for a subscription! 
This is not its scope I am sure! 

I find THE SCORE in its small size and neat format, showing who has what 
in what grade and the total number available, very useful. Say a S-121a is 
available (e.g. 1990 EAC sale, lot #40), I would know how its grade compares to 
known coins and how many collectors have one, and thus how seriously I want to 
bid on it. 

If smaller collections of high grade pieces or high rarities wish to have 
their collections published, they could do it in Penny-Wise by writing an arti- 
cle, or send the information to Del Bland for the CC. 

'k'k'k'k-k'k-k'k-k'k'k'k-k 


Charles Barasch writes, 

The March Penny-Wi se arrived the second day of spring. We'd gotten two feet 
of snow the day before and, for the second evening in a row, were without power. 
Lacking a box of "big cents to study" (not that studying them by candlelight 
would do much good), I had the next best thing to look forward to -- an evening 
with Penny-Wise , and I was grateful for its arrival. I read the whole issue, 
cover to cover, replacing candles as needed. 

I enjoyed all the articles, especially Bill Jones's latest Hard Times Tokens 
installment, and the letters concerning the various cents surveys. Hugh Cooper 
always makes so much sense! (I agree, by the way, that anyone willing to contri- 
bute information and perhaps financial help should be allowed to participate in 
these surveys . ) 

But Mike Packard's puzzler was especially enjoyable, given the long, dark 
evening. It took me about 15 minutes to solve it, using an "inelegant" approach. 
(The number had to end in 9, since dividing by 10 gave a remainder of 9; the next- 
to-last digit had to be odd, since dividing by 4 gave a remainder of 3; the sum 
of the digits had to be either 17 or 26 since dividing by 9 gave a remainder of 9; 
etc. ) 


In the morning, however, the "elegant" solution came to me. The solution, 
plus 1 , must be divisible by 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. Therefore, the 
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solution, plus 1 , must be 2x2x2x3x3x5x7=2520. Therefore, Tuppence Haypenny has 
2519 cents. 


************* 


Del Bland writes, 

I have recently completed exhaustive research and inventorying of the 
early date large cents in the collection of the American Numismatic Society. 

This condition census information will be contained in a new complete volume 
covering the American large cents from 1793-1814, to be written by Walter Breen. 

Having spent the equivalent of two and a half months spread out over a 
three year period, working at the ANS, I would like to publicly thank the Society 
and its staff for their hospitality. Director Leslie Elam and the curators 
facilitated my detailed work with the collection, while Librarians Frank Camp- 
bell and Kay Brooks helped me make maximum use of the great ANS library. Each 
day I arrived at 9 a.m. and stayed until closing. The curators, always helpful 
and patient, accommodated my intense schedule and worked around me. 

We are fortunate to have a numismatic research center of the caliber of 
the American Numismatic Society. 

************* 


Richard Coday writes, 

At 45 years old, I'm a newer member of EAC, but have been "fooling around" 
with the big cents since I was 14 years old. Back in the early 1960s, I had 
over a thousand pieces. Those are now gone. At this time I have 192 pieces; 
there are no real rarities or Condition Census coins among them. At the present 
time, I'm trying to accumulate as many different varieties of the early cents as 
I can for study. Since I don't have lots of money, I'm picking up the lower 
grade pieces as cheaply as possible. Most of my purchases are from mail bids, 
although I recently ordered 19 pieces from William Tivol's list. I haven't been 
to a Long Beach show since 1964. If I can ever get enough cash together to last 
me a couple of hours on the floor, I will go. I've really enjoyed Penny-Wi se 
these past few months; I really don't know why I didn't join EAC years ago. 

************* 


Michael Hodder writes. 

Further to Pete Smith's query regarding the 1778 NON DEPENDENS STATUS 
engraved "pattern," and Walter Breen's reply, I can add the following informa- 
tion. The piece is engraved on a hard and somewhat glossy flan, diameter about 
29 mm. I had a chance to examine it a few years ago, when Byron White showed it 
to me. I agree with Walter, that the engraving does not seem to resemble Paul 
Revere's style of this period. Byron believes the portrait to be that of 
Samuel Adams, and there is a certain resemblance to the Copley portrait. The 
layout of the obverse design was somewhat clumsy, requiring the word DEPENDENS 
to be divided and the use of the hyphen to connect the two parts is extremely 
unusual on a "coin" design. The reverse design shows the word AMERICA divided, 
but does not employ a hyphen. 

There is nothing in the piece's fabric, design layout, legends, or style 
that seems to yield evidence of its origin. The most likely clue lies in the 
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unsual arms displayed on the reverse shield, echoed on the escutcheon on the 
obverse effigy's right shoulder. These are not the arms of America, yet they 
are on the shield supported by the Indian's symbol of America on the reverse 
of the piece. I have been looking for nearly four years for these arms, in. 
dictionaries of heraldry, but have not found anything even remotely resembling 
the arms on the NON DEPENDENS STATUS piece. If they are a true blazon, their 
identification should yield some further information about the origin of this 
piece. 

As for whether it is a legitimate early American copper, the jury has to 
stay out until we know more about it. I suppose that its acceptance by Crosby, 
and others, makes it a collectable item, however. 

************* 


Bill Jones writes, 

I would like to thank Richard Schaefer for his kind words concerning my 
recent articles on the history of the Hard Times token series. It makes the 
long hours which are required to put together an article worthwhile when you 
know that someone has enjoyed the results of your efforts. 

In his correspondence, Mr. Schaefer asked if the HTT's actually served to 
relieve a shortage of small change from 1837 onwards. The answer to that ques- 
tion is definitely yes, because the vast majority of Hard Times tokens which we 
see today are worn. Although a few tokens undoubtedly were used as pocket pieces, 
that source could not account for the number of used specimens which are avail- 
able. Most undamaged HTT's fall into the Fine to Very Fine grade category, which 
would seem to indicate that they circulated for about 5 to 10 years. This is 
consistent with the time frame in which most of the HTT's were issued (1834-40). 

One factor which all collectors of pre-1840 U.S. coinage should bear in 
mind is that the regular U.S. coinage formed only a portion (and in the years 
prior to the opening of the second Philadelphia mint in 1833, a minority por- 
tion) of the pieces which were used as money in America. In order to collect 
all of the coins and tokens which were used as money, one would have to become 
a collector of world coinage, because just about anything within reason gained 
acceptance in the U.S. economy during that period. Therefore, the HTT's, which 
were usually substantial pieces of copper, were able to gain acceptance. 

■k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'kic'k'kic 


Jules Reiver writes, 

In response to my article on the 1837 N-9 ( P-W #137, page 64), Ed Bucken 
sent me a coin in the latest die state seen, at least equal to my state "j" 
if not later than it. Though the tiny rim breaks have worn off the coin, I 
can see a slight widening in the rim at star 4, and a slightly higher and more 
rounded rim at the last three stars, as evidence that they were there. 

But these are not the things that tell me what state it is. Rather, it's 
the lump on the bust, which is at least as large as on the state j coin illus- 
trated. 

Other things confirm the attribution as the latest state seen. All of the 
major cracks are heavy, wide, and mushy. Some of the obverse field seems to be 
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higher on one side of a crack than on the other side of it, indicating that the 
die has fallen slightly. I can see a little of this on my coin, but more on Ed's. 
At the same time, a couple of the tiny minor cracks are not visible. They were 
so small that they were worn off in circulation. I believe this to be the rea- 
son for many of the criss-cross die state combinations mentioned in the past. 

SWAPS AND SALES 

EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. The 
first twelve lines are free. If your ad exceeds 12 lines, the EAC Treasurer 
will bill you for your entire ad, based on a pro-rated scale. A full-page ad 
is $60. Ads should be limited to early American coppers or tokens. Deadline 
for material to appear in the July 15 issue is June 30, 1990. All ads must 
include the individual membership number of a current member in good standing. 

Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 606 N. Minnesota Avenue, 
Hastings, NE 68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers, Inc., publisher of Penny-Wise , does not examine any of 
the material advertised in Penny-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertis- 
ing therein. Early American Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or lia- 
bility for any advertisement (or the material described therein) and no party 
shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions 
arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wi se shall strictly be between 
the parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertiser (or respondents) should 
be referred to the President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may 
result in the abridgement, suspension, or termination of membership or adver- 
tising privileges. 


★ ★★★★★★ 

JOEL SPINGARN, EAC #1456 39 Beeholi 

Newcomb-U.S. Copper Cents 1816-57 $33. 
Low-Hard Times Tokens 15. 

Fuld-Civil War Store Cards 47. 

Cohen-American Half Cents 2nd Ed. 24. 
Durst-EAC Anthology 35. 

Breen-Comp. Encyc. U.S./Col. Coins 53. 
Rulau-Early Am. Token, soft 9. 

Rulau-H.T. Tokens, 3rd Ed., soft 8. 

P. Nelson Coinage of William Wood 7. 
Rulau-U.S. Merchant Tokens, 1845-60, soft 

Shipping $3 for first book, $1 each addit 


★ * ★ ★ -k 

Rd. W. Redding, CT 06896 


Ryder-Colonial Coins of VT $ 8. 

Ryder-Copper Coins of Mass. 8. 

Lapp & Silberman-U.S. L/C 39. 

Crosby-Early Coins of America’ 35. 

Miller-State Coinage of Conn. 22. 

Breen/Encyc. of U.S. Half Cents 53. 

New Jersey High qua!, plate only 8. 

Grel Iman/Rei ver Attrib. Guide for 
U.S. L/C 1840-1857 53. 

$ 12 . 

onal book. Free Large Cent Price List. 


t ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


ED SARRAFIAN , EAC #1628 9414 Nashville Morton Grove, IL 60053 

Wanted to Buy: Vermont copper and Atlee (Machin's Mills) halfpence, rare dies 

and/or high grade. Please write or ship with price desired. 

'k’k'k’k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 
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DLONIALS 


CIVIL WAR STORE CARDS 


783 Constellatio Nova, C-2B, VF-30, late, It. 


brn. smooth and extremely choice 335.00 
787 Conn., M. 33. 20-2. 9, VF-20 200.00 
786 N. J . ,M. 14-J , VF-25, It. bm, ch. 260.00 
786 N.J..M.24-P, F-15, It. brn. super choice, 
ex Bob Matthews, Ken Mote 150.00 


788 Vermont, R-16, VF-20 or better, med. to 
dk. bn. super choice glossy pristine 275.00 

792-4 Kentucky Token, MS-60 or better, this 
is a mark free gem, med. brn. with full 
cartwheel luster 775.00 

794 Franklin Press, no break in press, AU-55+ 

full luster, brn. with tinges of red, clip 
at K-l obv. 425.00 

795 T.A.L., VF-30, med. bm. glossy, choice 

surfaces 290.00 

795 T.A.L., Au-55, It. to med. brn. with 
tinges of red, very choice 435.00 

1ALF CENTS 


1795, C-2a, VG-8, med. brn. glossy 350.00 

1851, C-l, AU-55 135.00 

:ents 

1793, S-l, AG-3/G-4, med. bm. 1050.00 

1794, S-51, VG-10, ch. med. brn, smooth 
glossy surfaces, sm. flan void K-6 rev as 
made, still very attractive and rare 575.00 

1794, S-59, F-15, glossy, choice 500.00 

1794, S-70, VG-7, It. brn. choice 180.00 

1796, S-85, AG-3, 6uper nice for grade 140.00 

1796, S-87, VG-8, Glossy, super nice 240.00 

1796, S-89, VG-10, Very choice 275.00 

1796, S-l 14, VG-8 500.00 

1797, S-141 , Fr/AG ex Phil Ralls, as choice 

as this grade can be 55.00 

1798, S-169, F-15, choice med. brn. unevenly 

struck (the letters LIBERTY and correspond- 
ing area on rev are not well struck) still 
an attractive and rare 15 coin 300.00 

1798, S-182, VG-7 ex C.F. Gordon, Phill Ralls, 
Les Heilbroner, Bob Vail, Del Bland, very, 
very choice 195.00 

1801, S-214 , F-15, choice It. brn. 250.00 

1802, S-239, F-12, State I, very choice 235.00 

1803, S-260, VF-25, mottled It. brn. ex Denis 

Loring 320.00 

1806, S-270, VF-35, ex Denis Loring, very 
nice piece 635.00 


1809, 

S-280, F-12 

180.00 

1813, 

S-292, VF-35, very choice glossy med. 

brn 

with much luster 

700.00 

1833, 

N-4, VG-8 

50.00 

1842, 

N-6, VF-30 

43.00 

1844, 

N-4, VF-20, ex JHR 

50.00 

1845, 

N-2, VF-25 

19.00 


N-5, VF-35, ex JHR 

60.00 

1846, 

N-8, VF-20 

19.00 


N-12, VF-30 

25.00 

1847, 

N-24, VF-35, very choice 

85.00 


N-29, VF-25 

45.00 

1848, 

N-8, VG-10 

15.00 


N-12, F-15 

20.00 


N-27, VF-20 

25.00 

1849, 

N-7, VF-30 

75.00 


N— 1 1 , VF-20 

22.00 

1850, 

N-3, VF-25 

30.00 


N-12, VF-20 

18.00 

1851, 

N-l, VF-30+ 

40.00 

1852, 

N-l, VF-25, choice 

27.00 


N-9, VF-25 

19.00 


N-12, VF-20 

16.00 


N-13, VF-25, choice 

18.00 


N-14, EF-40 

49.00 

1853, 

N-2, VF-20 

20.00 


N-10, VF-20 

19.00 


N-12, VF-20 

19.00 


N-14, VF-20+ 

19.00 


N-25, VF-25 

24.00 


N-25, EF-45 

70.00 

1854, 

N-3, VF-20 

19.00 


N-5, VF-30 

33.00 


N-10, VF-30+ 

40.00 


N-16, VF-25 

40.00 


N-25, VF-30 

30.00 

1855, 

N-4, VF-30 

27.00 


N-6, VF-20 

20.00 


N-10, VF-35 

28.00 

1856, 

, N-12, VF-35+ 

45.00 


N-14, VF-35 

35.00 


MICH. 
5A-la , VF 

20.00 

OHIO 

50B-3a , EF 

28.00 

189/399 C EF+ 

10.00 

225L-2a, EF 

27.00 

74A-la, VF 

100.00 

189/399 C MS 

18.00 

225CI-2a, F-VF 

8.00 

115A-3a,VF+ 

40.00 

191/433 C VF 

5.00 

495A-2a, EF-AU 

18.00 

165W-la, VF+ 

9.00 

196/355 C EF 

18.00 

525D-2a, AU+ 

25.00 

165BJ-14a, VF-EF 

23.00 

197/380 C VF 

8.00 

NEW YORK 


165CF-la, AG 

3.00 

202/434 C VF-EF 

6.00 

lOA-la, VF 

7.00 

165CF-2a, MS 

27.00 

206/323 C EF-AU 

19.00 

lOB-la , EF-AU 

25.00 

165CN-2a , VF 

23.00 

207/409 C EF 

6.00 

lOD-la, EF-AU 

25.00 

165ES-Ia, MS 

23.00 

208/410 C VF+ 

5.00 

lOF-la, AU 

30.00 

165GR-la, VF 

8.00 

212/415 C VF+ 

7.00 

lOG-lb, VG 

58.00 

860C-lb, VF 

12.00 

216/293 C VF 

7.00 

10H-5aa, EF-AU 

18.00 

975D-la, VF 

8.00 

219/320 C AU 

13.00 

95E-la , EF 

13.00 

PENNSYLVANIA 


219/320 C MS 

18.00 

140A-U, VF-EF 

9.00 

750E-la, EF-AU 

14.00 

219/323 C VF-EF 

5.00 

330A-7a , AU 

17.00 

750W-la, EF 

25.00 

220/322 BR VF 

20.00 

630A-lal, EF 

14.00 

765J-la, AU 

20.00 

221/324 C MS 

19.00 

6 30C- 2a., EF-AU 

42.00 

765J-la, VF 

12.00 

223/328 C EF 

9.00 

630C-lla, MS 

35.00 

765P-13a, VF+ 

17.00 

224/325 BR VF+ 

7.00 

6300-la, EF 

9.00 

765R-2b, EF 

14.00 

225A/327 C VF+ 

5.00 

630E-la, VF 

9.00 

765R-3a, VF 

11.00 

225A/327 C EF 

6.00 

630F-la , VF 

9.00 

765R-3b, F-VF 

9.00 

226/321 C EF 

13.00 

630F-2a, AU 

15.00 

967A-lb, EF 

9.00 

230/352B C AU 

17.00 

630H-la , EF 
630I-lb, AU 
630M-12ao, EF 

13.00 

70.00 

18.00 

CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC TOKENS 

231/352A C MS 
231/352A AU 
235/269 C VF-t 

18.00 

13.00 

5.00 

630N-3a, AU 
630P-la, EF 

24.00 

9.00 

1/229 C VF+ 

5.00 

240/337 C AU+ 
244/381 C AU+ 

15.00 

19.00 

630T-la, EF-AU 

10.00 

1/229 C EF 

9.00 

257/311 C EF-AU 

23.00 

630AJ-la, EF 

10.00 

11/298 C VF+ 

9.00 

299/350 C EF 

9.00 

630AK- la, AU 

14.00 

13/297 C EF 

9.00 

299/350 C AU 

10.00 

630AK-2a , EF 

18.00 

17/388 C VF+ 

8.00 

350/337 C EF 

8.00 

630AL-7a, AU 

14.00 

19/396 C VF 

6.00 

350/337 C EF-AU 

9.00 

630AM- la , EF-AU 
630AN-la, VF 
630AP-5a , EF 

19.00 

12.00 
13.00 

22/418 C AU 
23/271 N MS 
23/271 C-N MS 

13.00 

165.00 

220.00 



630AP--1 la , VF 

14.00 

23/306 C VF 

5.00 


CO 

630AP-16a , AU+ 

25.00 

28/303 C EF 

7.00 


i — i 

630AQ-4a, AU 

13.00 

34/277 C VF 

10.00 


to 

630AR~la, AU+ 

14.00 

36/271 C VF part collar 14.00 


3 

TO 

■H 

> 

Q) 

630AU-la, VF-EF 
630AY-la, VF 

13.00 

9.00 

36/340 C EF 
41/337 C EF 

7.00 

6.00 


630BA--lb, AU+ 

45.00 

45/332 C EF 

6.00 


630BA-2a, EF 

19.00 

45/332 C MS 

17.00 


G TJ 

630BF-la, VF 

9.00 

46/335 C VF-EF 

8.00 


■r4 G 

630BI-2a, AU+ 

16.00 

51/34 2A C EF+ 

6.00 


3 -H 

630BK-la, MS 

16.00 

51/342 C MS 

20.00 


C 

630BK-2a, MS 

17.00 

54/179 C EF+ 

9.00 


qj • aj 

630BM-la, VF-EF 

10.00 

54/342 C EF 

9.00 


50 d) rH 

630BO-2a, EF 

9.00 

55/162 C EF 

6.00 


50rf3 

630BQ-lb, EF 

28.00 

63/443 C VF 

5.00 


XJ QJ -H 

630BR-la , EF 

13.00 

63/366 C VF 

5.00 


QJ i— 1 CO 

630BS~2a , VF-EF 

8.00 

68/198 C AU 

40.00 


QJ 'H G 

630BS-2a, MS 

17.00 

93/362 C VF 

5.00 


4-1 > O 
C'H a 
CO M to 
m On a) 

630BU~2a , EF 

10.00 

93/362 C EF 

9.00 


630BU-3a , EF 

10.00 

95/368 C VF-EF 

9.00 

o 

630BV-7a, VF 

25.00 

110/442 C EF 

9.00 

1— I 

CO 1-4 

630BV-8a, EF 

28.00 

128/289 C EF 

110.00 

H 

3 G 

630BX-2g, VF 

14.00 

135/199 BR AU or better. 

< 

50 M O 

630CC-4a, VF-EF 

13.00 

struck on oversize 

flan. 

S 

3 4—) 

630CH-la, AU+ 

16.00 

CWTS authenticated 

300.00 

pi 

50 4-i 

630CH-3a , EF 

33.00 

136/397 C VF-EF 

9.00 

o 

G QJ to 

630CI-la, AU 

19.00 

138/255 C AU+ 

13.00 

U-i 

•rl tlH 

890B-16b, VF 

15.00 

138/434 C AU 

12.00 

Z 

-C CO 

890B-32b, EF 

28.00 

140/394 C VF-EF 

9.00 

1 — l 

4-1 t> 

>, to o 

J-4 X) J-4 

qj a 

> C CL 

890B-33b, VF 
890E-lb, MS 
890E-6b, MS 

16.00 

16.00 

50.00 

143/261 C MS 
151/430 C EF 
151/430 C AU 

18.00 

8.00 

18.00 

O 

z 

H4 

890E-12b, EF 

13.00 

163/352 C EF 

9.00 

pi 

uco<; 

905C-lb, EF 

70.00 

168/311 BR EF-AU 

22.00 

w 

940A-la, EF 

14.00 

174/272 C VF 

5.00 

a 


940A-2a , EF-AU 

23.00 

177/271 C VF 

5.00 

p: 

• • • 

950C-la, EF 

13.00 

178/267 C VF+ 

6.00 

o 

hcncq 

985A-la , EF 
985A-la, AU+ 

13.00 

23.00 

178/267 C MS 
188/384 C EF 

19.00 

15.00 
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JACK H. ROBINSON, EAC #1308 


P.O. Box 564 


Vienna, Virginia 22183 
(703) 821-1854 


The 9th Edition of CQR has been published! If you have subscribed and 
you have not received your copy, please contact me. 

***** ***** ***** 

I offer the following terms by which to acquire the 8th Edition of CQR 
dated as of January 31, 1989, and the 9th Edition of CQR dated as of March 31, 1990. 

1. Both editions can be obtained, postpaid or in person (no rebate 
for postage), for $50.00. Please make you check payable to "M&R" 
(McLaughlin & Robinson) and mail it to me at the above address. 

2. Individual copies of the 9th edition sell for $30.00. 


3. Members joining EAC after August 31, 1989, may acquire both edi- 
tions of CQR for the price of $40.00 until June 30, 1990. Just 
provide me with your membership number when you order. 


***** 

***** 

***** 

We offer the following original 

earlier editions, postpaid: 

1st Edition 12/31/83 

$5.00 

(Sheldon Varieties Only) 

2nd Edition 04/01/85 

7.50 

(Half Cents & Large Cents) 

3rd Edition 12/31/85 

10.00 

(First use of Condition levels) 

4th Edition 09/15/86 

10.00 

(Updated) 

5th Edition 12/31/86 
All five above editions 

10.00 

30.00 

(Updated) 

7th Edition 12/31/87 

20.00 

(Updated, Bound) 

8th Edition 01/31/89 
All seven above editions 

20.00 

60.00 

(Updated, Bound) 

***** 

***** 

***** 

A very limited number of 8 1/2 

x 11 loose 

leaf 9th Edition are available 

subscribers for an additional $20.00, postpaid. In addition to being easier 

read, they are very useful for making notes 

, etc. 

***** 

***** 

***** 

We offer the "Jack H. Robinson 

Sale" catalog for $25.00, postpaid. 

***** 

***** 

***** 


We offer BOTH volumes of the original Grellman loose leaf Attribution 
Guide for United States Large Cents 1840-1857 with the "Quick-Finder" supple- 
ment for a postpaid price of $100. Combine this with your paragraph #1 CQR 
purchase for a total of ONLY $135. 

***** ***** ***** 

Please give me a call or write to me with any questions. If you place 
a call to me at the above number, no one else will answer the phone. A ring- 
no-answer indicates that I'm not there, just try later. 

************* 
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BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 


P.O. Box 951988 


Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 
(407) 321-8747 


FOR SALE: Deluxe hardbound copies of the Attribution Guide for United States 

Large Cents 1840-1857 . The standard reference for attributing late date large 
cents. Autographed on request. $70 postpaid. (A few slightly damaged copies 
with corner bruise from shipping are available at $50.) 

ATTRIBUTION SERVICE: I offer an attribution service for late date large cents. 

I will attribute your cents for $1 each plus return postage. This charge in- 
cludes crud removal when necessary, and I'll include my opinion as to sharpness 
and net grades if requested. No quantity limit, fast serve, lifetime guarantee 

WANT LISTS: Send me your want list for late date cents. I can help. 

************* 

BARRY MURPHY, EAC #2608 870 Blackland Ter. #104 Apopka, FL 32703 

New Book For Sale: 

Attribution Guide: Early Date Large Cents and Half Cents 

Features : 

- Easy to use written flows, no pictures 

- 29 pages, spirally bound 

- Attribution for all large cents 1793-1814, including all NC's 

- Attribution for all business strike half cents, 1793-1857 

- Current rarity information 

- 2 sizes available, 51/2x8 1/2 or 8 1/2 x 11, please specify 

Price: $7.50 postpaid 


************* 


KENNETH THORNTON, EAC #2721 150 Sohier Road Beverly, MA 01915 

1788 Mass. Cent, Ryder 1-D, Choice VF. Priced at 70% of market value at $175. 

DESCRIPTION: Complete pleats in Indian's tunic visible; collar distinct; most 

of the eagle's feathers and shield lines are very sharp; "CENT" is bold. 
Planchet is an attractive medium brown color with some mahogany toning. Glossy 
A few very minor rim bumps and a small planchet crack at "T" of "WEALTH" are 
noted for accuracy. An attractive and affordable specimen. 

14 day return privilege 

•k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'kic'k'k'k 

JIM McGUIGAN, EAC #355 Box 133 N. Versailles, PA 15137 

(412) 247-4484 

Coins for Sale: 

1805 B-3 , C-3 Half Cent, VG-8. Cleaned long ago; now retoning. 

Scratch through H, E of HALF CENT $ 450. 

1797 S-135 Cent, MS-60. Glossy medium brown obverse, mottled 

light brown and brick reddish brown reverse. 1850. 
1835 N- 19 Cent, R6+ (16 known), VG-10. Dark brown, rim bump by 

13th star. 4250. 

************* 
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ALAN V. WEINBERG, EAC #1899 


23321 Aetna 


Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 348-3749 


Paying 35% over "CQR Choice" for 1793 Chain cents, S-l, S-2, S-4 periods in 
VF-25 or better. Problem-free, clean fields, no rim dings, well-struck, good 
color. 

Top market price paid for choice Massachusetts Colonial silver. Pine Tree or 
Oak Tree. Well-struck and centered, problem free EF-40 or better. 

Old American "saloon" or military fort tokens also desired; paying $50, 100, 
and up for many such "Good For" trade tokens. 

************* 


JOHN SUNDT, EAC #1720 5348 Julian Indianapolis, IN 46219 

(317) 359-8610 


Auction catalogues, postpaid; send S.A.S.E. for my 12-page list. 


Federal Coin Exchange #63, ANA (Fritz) 1954 $15. 
Hoi 1 inbeck-Kagin 214th, October 1957 10. 
Mehl , Geiss, 1947, with PRL 20. 
Merkin, Helfenstein-Judd, March 1968 10. 
Merkin, Helfenstein LC's, with PRL, 1964 30. 
New Netherlands #61, 1970 8. 
New Netherlands #64, Naftzger, with PRL, 1973 20. 
Rarcoa, CSNS, Masters, with PRL, 1971 10. 
Stack's Holmes, October 1960 10. 
Stack's Nate Smith, with PRL, March 1973 6. 


DEAN PROSSER, EAC #3018 2102 Creekview Ct. Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 

WANTED : I seriously need a copy of Tom Morley's, 1794 Large Cents Graded and 
Updated . Anyone interested in selling a copy please contact me at the above 
address . 


STEVE GEOSITS, EAC #3191 P.0. Box 693 New York, NY 10009-0693 

1785 Nova Constel latio, Crosby 4-D, VF. Glossy medium brown flan with exact 
toning and surface; slight central weakness and a faint old scratch 
through part of LIBERTAS; ex-Norweb, ex-Zabrieskie $145 

1787 New Jersey Cent, Maris 6-D, G/VG. Medium brown and wel 1 -centered but with 
porosity on both sides; date somewhat worn $22 

1787 New Jersey Cent, Maris 56-N, About Fine. Mostly smooth chocolate brown, 

but with several obverse digs, reverse shows some undertype $40 

‘k-k'k'k'k-k'k'k'kic'k'k’k 
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ROBERT C. KRAFT, EAC #574 205 N. Whitney Way Madison, WI 53705 

#1 - Old, but nice, heavy duty office type (notary, corporation, etc.) sealer, 
made in USA. Over 1.75" diameter press area. Ideal for making pressings. 
This is not the light, hand type; this is a heavy desk type with great 
leverage. One only, first check for $25 takes. 

#2 - Old, original Crest Coin Album, like new condition. This is 3-ring binder 
type with 6" x 9.25" pages (similar Whitman). Complete with THREE pages 
(LLC-6 thru LLC-8) for Large Cents, labelled 1829-SL thru 1857-LD. Each 
page holds 20 large cents. Also includes a Crest Coin 2-page large cent 
holdings index, punched to fit album. One only, first check for $25 takes. 

************* 

GARY A. TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 3103 Chatham Rd. Endwell, NY 13760 

FOR SALE: 1786 CONNECTICUT COPPER - Miller 2.1-A 

A very scare mailed bust right variety. Grades VERY FINE. Struck on a granu- 
lar lightweight medium brown planchet. Full date and legends. Minted in New 

York City from dies engraved by James Atlee. $135.00 

Send for a free price list of colonial coins. 

************* 


RICHARD CODAY, EAC #3171 P.0. Box 5603 Oildate, CA 93388 

Wanted to Buy: Early date large cents--Liberty Caps, Draped Busts, and Turban 
Heads in lower grades (Fair-2 to AG-3). 

Please write and describe each piece with Sheldon number and your best price. 

I am interested in all varieties, common or scarce. 

************* 


GEORGE R. SPRINGER, EAC #2997 2427 Ninth St., SW 


Canton, Ohio 44710 
(216) 456-8519 


Fu 1 ds — C i v i 1 War Store Cards ... $41 
Breen--Encycl . US & Col. Coins . 52 

Breen--Encycl . US Half Cents ... 52 

Rulau--Discovering America 17 

Rulau--Early American Tokens ... 7 

Rulau--Hard Times Tokens 8 

Rulau--US Merch. Tok., 1845-60 . 11 

Rulau--US Trace Tok., 1866-89 .. 14 

Rulau--Tokens of Gay 90 1 s 11 

***SPECI AL : US Half Cents, Gilbert/Co 

Shipping: $2 first book, $1 each addi 


Atwood-Coffee — US & Can. Transp. 
Tokens: Vol. I $23, Vol . II $23 

Vol . Ill $37. All (list $110) ... 
Schenkman--Virginia Tokens 
Schenkman--Tok's & Medals Commem'g 
Monitor & Merrimac, soft, scarce 
Lipscomb--Ohio Merch. Tokens 
Cunningham--Mich. Trade Tokens 
Cohen--Amer. Half Cents, 2nd Edit 
inage of 1793, Crosby. Hb. $20*** 
tional book. $6 maximum UPS addresses. 


$77 

25 

8 

26 
27 
23 


************* 
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HENRY BERGOS, EAC #693 637 5 Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11215 

(718) 768-0419 

Legislative and Documentary History of the Bank of the United 
States. 1967 reprint of 1832. 832 pgs. Including the ori- 

ginal Bank of North America. half price at $33.75 

Historical Account of Massachusetts Currency. 1968 reprint 
of 1839. 259 pgs. Chronologic amalgam of quotes from 1628- 

1839. $13.50 

The Financial History of Virginia. 1970 reprint of 1893. 

170 pgs. $13.50 

New Jersey's Money. 1976. 434 pgs. Definitive on subject. $15 

Grading Coins: A Collection of Readings. 1977. 210 pgs. 

S.C. 38 articles on this overworked subject. Great nostalgia. $10 

The Lincoln Cent. 1981. 121 pgs. S.C. $7 

Essays on the Monetary History of the United States. 1969 
reprint of 1900. 292 pgs. Lectures the author gave on 

Colonical financial History. $10 

Send #10 SASE for full list. Add $2 for first volume and 50 <t each additional 
volume for UPS. 


ALAN BR0UARD, EAC #586 3040 Grandview Drive Allegan, MI 49010 

Items Postpaid 14 Day Return Privilege (616) 673-8051 


1804 

1/ 2c 

C-7 

VF-20 

was, 3 mm. hole punched at bust, Early D.S. 

$ 75.00 

1805 

l/2c 

C-4 

VF-25 

Steel color, a few minor circ. marks, Nice 

130.00 

1826 

1/ 2c 

C-l 

VF-20 

A few trivial marks obv. 

32.00 

1828 

1/ 2c 

C-l 

VF-20 

Med. brown, pleasing surfaces, rev. a bit weakly struck 

38.00 

1833 

1/ 2c 

C-l 

EF-40 

Even dark brown, a few trivial marks w/glass obv. 

60.00 

1811 

lc 

S-287 

VG-10 

Dark Brown, decent strike 

140.00 

1829 

lc 

N-7 

G-6 

Wheelspoke, smooth surfaces, old crud in devices 

55.00 


************* 


FRANK WHITESELL, EAC #540 Box 9197, Southern Station Hattiesburg, MS 39406 

WANTED: 1857 LARGE CENTS 

PAYING — ALL VARIETIES 

VG $27.00 VF $45.00 

Fine 36.00 EF 63.00 

Ship for immediate payment 

•kieic'k'kic’kic'k'k'kic'k 

RICHARD SCHAEFER, EAC #1506 RD1 Teliska Av. Rensselaer, NY 12144 

(518) 283-2111 

Auction '84, '86, '86 (PRL) , '87 (2 copies) $15 each, all 5 for $60, or best 
offer. 3 Bowers & Merena: 9SEPT85 , 12APRIL86 (julian Leidman Coll.), 


Cl ark/Hal 1 (ed) 

Felt, JB 

Ripley, WZ 
Wait, GW 

Bagg/Jel inski (ed) 

Manley, SG 
Bullock, CJ 
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12APRIL86 (Dreyfuss Americana) $10 each or best offer. 

33 Stack's catalogs: 10DEC81, 14SEPT83 (Ovideo $* Coll.), 18JAN84 (Amon 

Carter, Jr. Coll.), the rest 1985-1990. $5 each or best offer. 

MICHAEL W. McNANEY, EAC #735 5132 N. Willowhaven Dr. Durham, NC 27712 

O.K., bibliophiles, bid on these lots until June 8th. Please allow amply for 

UPS, as I'll not add to your bid. A couple of lots are quite heavy and will 

cost several dollars to send. I must have a street address from you to send 

UPS. I'll notify by June 15th. 

Lot #1: Penny-Wise complete from 1985 to 1989 in Acco binders including EAC 

Sale catalogues; plus my notebook with reprints of older articles, 
e.g., John Wright's middle dates, Denis Loring's early cent revision 
update, Jack Beymer's CDN analysis, etc. Plus John Wright's "Quick 
Finders," 1816-1839; Jules Reiver's "Mature Head U.S. Copper Cents, 
1843-1857," 2nd edition; and Tom Morley's 1794 Large Cents, Graded and 
Updated . All nice! 

Lot #2: Coin Dealer Newsletter , including monthly summaries, 1984-1989. 

Lot #3: Les Fox's The Fortune Teller , Feb. 1979 to last issue, in binder. 

Lot #4: The Garrett Collection . The HARDBOUND edition of all four catalogues, 

plus Bowers' History of United States Coinage as Illustrated by the 
Garrett Collection . Mint 

Lot #5: Four Stack's auctions with prices realized: the Robison Collection, 

2/82; the Carter Collection, 1/84; the Floyd Starr Collection, 6/84; 
and Starr part II, 12/84. 

Lot #6: Auction '86 (2), '87, '88, and '89, with prices realized. 

Lot #7: Six books and five al bums--books like new: United States Copper Cents , 

1816-1857 , Newcomb reprint; Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial 
Proof Coins , by Walter Breen; 9th edition Paper Money Handbook , Rein- 
feld revised edition, 1972; 9th edition "Redbook"; and Coins & Collec- 
tors by David Bowers, 3rd printing, 5/65. Plus albums: Library of 

Coins General Album for large cents, "Vol . 39," typed stickers under 
most openings for year set; L.O.C. Lincoln Cents, part 1; Whitman's 
#9401, Large Cents 1793-1857 (2 copies); Whitman's Liberty Seated 
Halves, 1864-1891; and finally, Whitman folders for Large Cents, 
1793-1825 (#9001) and 1826-1857 (#9002). 

Bid generously--last of my five kids in college! 

'k'k'kie'k'k'k'kic'k'k'k'k 

CHRISTOPHER R00KE, EAC #2784 Spring Valley Road Morristown, NJ 07960 

H(201) 539-2849 OR W(201) 397-3406 

I AM LOOKING FOR INFORMATION REGARDING THE TYPE OF KEGS USED BY THE U.S. 

MINT FOR TRANSPORTING COPPERS. CAN ANYONE HELP? 

I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF ANY OF MY FELLOW MEMBERS ARE ALSO MEMBERS IN THE 

CLASSIC CAR CLUB OF AMERICA? 

WANTED: S-24, S-30, S-179, S-279, S-288 IN V.G. 

WANTED: CULL LARGE CENTS, ANY CONDITION. 
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MARK 

B. H0TZ 

:, EAC 

#2973 

69 West Main Street 

HALF 

CENTS 







1804 

C- 13 

EF-40 

Chocolate 

& sharp 


225 

1838 

1805 

C-l 

VF-20 

Pleasant 



75 

1839 

1835 

C-l 

UNC, 

R & B, lg. 

die crk. 

rev. 

265 

1840 

1854 

C-l 

AU-55 

Another, 

tan 


150 

1841 

1854 

C-l 

UNC 

yet another 

, tan & 

bm. 

225 

1841 


COLONIALS 

FRENCH COLONIES 1767 Sou Marque with "RF 
cstp . Cstp VF, host VG+ nice coin 85 

CANDA BLACKSMITH TKN Wood #33 VG nice 50 


LARGE 

CENTS 




1797 

S- 1 20b 

AG-3, 

full date, bit dull 

30 

1798/7 

' S-151 

R-4 

G-VG chocolate, nice 

100 

1800/98 S-190 

VG-6 

cpl rim bmps choclt. 

55 

1801 

S - 2 1 3 

VG 

late die state rev 

65 

1802 

2-229 

R-4 

Gd a bit porous 

35 

1803 

2-258 

VF-35 

chocolate, very nice 

325 

1816 

N-6 

VF-20 


65 

1817 

N-6 

EF-40 

Choc, brown, choice 

185 

1817 

N - 1 0 

VF-35 

olive tone 

140 

1817 

N 1 - 13 

VF-20 


36 

1818 

N-9 

(R-3+) 

F-18, nice color 

34 

1819 

N-2 

Large 

Date VF-35, choice 

135 

1819 

N-2 

Large Date VF-35, choice 

135 

1825 

N-6 

VF-30+ 

, choice glossy choc. 

175 

1826 

N-l 

3/4 Fine +, nice 

45 

1829 

N-3 

R-4 VG 

, nice tan & Bran 

90 

1830 

N-2 

R-2/3, 

VF-20, si porous rev 

26 

1831 

N-ll 

Late die state rev. F- 12 

27 

1831 

N - 1 2 

1/2, VF-20, rb obv. chocolate 

35 

1834 

N-2 

F- 12 , 

Dbl Profile, It brown 

29 

1836 

N-2 

VF-30, 

lovely It brown color 

85 


N-6 


1844 N-l 

1846 N-6 

1847 N-l 


Westminster, MD 21157 
(301) 876-1427 


1838 N- 10 R-3 EF-40+, choice 135 

-5 VF-25, sm obv nick 45 

-6 EF-40 choc, brown nice 80 

-2 VF-30, dark brown 52 

VF-35, some red 65 

Small date VF, choice 25 

VF-35, lovely choice 50 

VF-30+, nr choice 39 

Double Date VF-25 55 

1847 N- 12 R-6 VF-20, tiny rbs rev 49 

1847 N - 26 R-4 VF-20 28 

1847 N-27 R-6 EF-40+, nr choice 120 

1847 N-31 R-6 F-15, rb rev 70 

1848 N-3 R-4 VF-25, sharp 48 

1848 N-20 R-4 VF-20 scruffy obv. 30 

1849 N-2 VF-30 chestnut 65 

1850 N-2 EF-40+, mahogany nice 57 

1850 N - 1 3 R-6, Bm UNC very sharp 375 

1850 N - 1 7 R-6, EF-45 90 

1851 N-ll R-3 Brn UNC choice 225 

1851 N- 19 R-3 VF-30, choice 90 

1853 N-30 UNC nicely recolored 160 

1855 N-4 EF-45, choice mahogany 75 

1856 N - 1 4 , Ch. AU-55, some red 140 

1856 N- 18 VF-30, chocolate 25 

1857 N-4 Small Date EF/AU nice 115 


HTT LOW 123 G.A. JARVIS, N.Y. Choice 
AU-55, cpl pin def obv 65 

HALF CENT TOKEN, 1837, Same as in 

Red Book. Nice glossy au 130 


14 day return priv. Personal cks OK. Postage $1.50 under $100; $3.00 over $100. 

************* 


TOM REYNOLDS, 

EAC #222 


P.0. Box 24529 

Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 895-3065 

1840 

N6 

R1 

VF35+ 

$170 

Large date. Brown with choice 

surfaces . 

1841 

N2 

R3 

XF40+ 

325 

Brown with choice surfaces. 


1841 

N6 

R1 

AU50 

500 

Brown with choice surfaces. 


1844 

N5 

R1 

VF30+ 

125 

Brown with choice surfaces. 


1846 

N2 

R2 

XF45 

180 

Small date. Choice surfaces. 

Blunt strike. 

1848 

N6 

R2 

XF40 

135 

Brown with choice surfaces. 


1849 

N19 

R5 

XF40 

325 

Brown with choice surfaces. 


1849 

N28 

R4+ 

VF35+ 

180 

Brown with choice surfaces. 


1849 

N30 

R7- 

VF25 

2500 

VF30 sharpness. Brown with smooth surfaces. 

Some 

minor 

marks. Tied for 

CC2 of the non-proofs. 


SEND 

NAME 

AND 

ADDRESS 

TO RECEIVE FREE PRICE LISTS. 
************* 
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JOE TAMASK0, 

JR., EAC 

#794 

P.0. Box 388386 


Chicago, IL 

1795 

S-78 

G-4/FR-2 

$63.00 

1828 

N - 1 0 

VF-10 

$12.50 

1797 

S- 134 

AG-3 

55.00 

1829 

N-2 

VG-7 

10.00 

1798 

S-161 

VF-10 

90.00 

1829 

N-9 

VG-8 

20.00 

1801 

S-213 

VG-8 

33.00 

1830 

N-4 

VG-10 

11.00 

1802 

S - 2 34 

G-8 

65.00 

1830 

N-4 

VF-20 

22.00 

1817 

N-8 mouse VG-7 

14.00 

1830 

N-8 

G-6 

9.00 

1818 

N-6 

VG-10 

12.50 

1835 

N-2 

G-5 

11.00 

1819 

N-8 

VG-10 

12.50 

1840 

N- 12 

F-15+ 

14.50 

1825 

N-2 

VG-8 

14.00 

1855 

N - 1 0 

AU-55 

sharpness 

1825 

N-4 

G-6 

10.00 


obv . 

scratches cheek & field 




* * 


* * * 

* 


J. M. 

COOPER 

, EAC #46 


1110 Oklahoma 

St. 


Kannapolis, NC 


60638 


$25.00 


28081 


NUMISMATIC LITERATURE FOR SALE, TO BEST OFFER BY JULY 1, 1990. 

1 - All of Stack's catalogs in nice condition with PRL's from June 20, 1973 to 

Dec. 1, 1988, except the March, 1988 Halpern sale; only have advance flier 
on it. All coin galleries sales included. Over 90 sales in all. 

2 - The Coin Collectors Journal by Scott Stamp & Coin Co. & Wayte Raymond. 

Vol . 1 #1, April, 1934 through 18th vol . , except 2 or 3 issues in later 
vols. All are in nice condition and a rare commodity. 

3 - Early American Cents (1949) signed by Homer Downing in very nice condition 

with dust jacket. 

4 - Penny-Whimsy (1965 ed.) with patched dust jacket and a few scribbled notes 

throughout. Very good condition. 

5 - The 4 vols. of Selections From The Numismatist (early '60s), nice condition. 

6 - Howard R. Newcomb's United States Cents 1816-1857 (3rd ed.), very nice. 

7 - The following are all in nice condition and are offered separately or as a 

lot: Friedberg's Gold Coins Of The World ; Newman's The Early Paper Money 

Of America ; Kappen's So-Called Dollars ; Taxay's Counterfeit U.S. Coins ; 
Criswell's (2nd ed.) North American Currency ; Craig's Coins Of The World ; 
Davenport's (3rd ed.) of European Crowns 1700-1800 ; Raymond's Silver Dollars 
of N. & S. America ; Newman's The Fantastic 1804 Dollar . 

8 - The first five years of Penny-Wi se complete, all original in good shape. 

J. M. Cooper, Jr., original member number 113. 

9 - The first 8 years of Penny-Wi se complete and all original, in good condition. 

J. M. Cooper, Sr., original member number 46. 

************* 


RONNIE ADAM, EAC #2426 Box 471 Uxbridge, MA 01569 

(508) 278-5627 


HTT Low 117 

Feuchtwanger 3 <t 

VF 

holed 

$200.00 

1819 

N-9 

VF-30 


$ 95.00 

1781 

North 

American Token 

VF 

Brass 

95.00 

1826 

N-6 

AU-55 

Sharp 

500.00 

1837 

H 

Token 

VF 



65.00 

1833 

N-3 

EF-40 

Choice 

225.00 

1796 

S-85 

R5 

G-5 



200.00 

1838 

N-l 

AU-58 


250.00 

1796 

S-86 

R4 

G-6 



175.00 

1838 

N- 10 

AU-55 


250.00 

1804 

S-266 


AG-3 



275.00 

1839 

N-3 

EF-45 

Choice 

225.00 

1818 

N-l 

EF-40 

net VF-3 

5 X 

M&R 

165.00 

1839 

N- 13 

EF-45 

Planchet 

Def . 

1819 

N-l 

AU-55 

Sharp Detail 


400.00 


in hair 


200.00 




★ 

★ * 

★ ★ ★ 

***** 

★ ★ 
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PENNY WHIMSY 


The undisputed classic on Early American Cents 1793-1814 long out-of-print is being republished 
by our firm. 

Written by Dr. William H. Sheldon with the collaboration of Dorothy I. Paschal and Walter Breen, 
it originally appeared in 1949 under the title “Early American Cents”. 

In 1958 it was reissued under the title Penny Whimsy. Our new 1990 Edition will include a 
supplement describing several new varieties discovered since the original manuscript was published. 

It’s over 340 pages plus 51 full page plates, to which is being added a dozen or so pages of new 
material. 

A limited reprint planned. THEY WILL GO QUICKLY. 

THE PRICE: JUST $49.50 


As a pre-publication offer (until issued) the price will be just $39.50 (postpaid). After issuance the 
price will be $51.00 (postpaid). 

We have already published the chronological successor to Penny Whimsy — The classic: Howard 
Newcomb’s “United States Copper Cents 1816-1857.” 16 8Vt" x 1 1" 284 pages plus 1 1 full page plates. 

The price $45.00 — Both books are hardcovered sewn printed on quality 60 lb. stock, with photos 
screened for high resolution. 


SPECIAL DEAL: 

Order the pair for only $77.00 postpaid before Penny Whimsy comes out after which the full price 
will be $89.50 for the pair!! Newcomb will be mailed immediately!! Penny Whimsy expected May 
1990!! 

If you wish our full list of N umisma tic Publications in-print (over 400 titles US/ Canada) it will be 
free with any order — Just ask for it!! or $1.00 for postage without an order. 

Orders and inquiries to: 

DURST PUBLICATIONS, LTD. 

29-28 41st Avenue, LIC, NY 11101 
Telephone 1-718-706-0303 • Fax 1-718-706-0891 


Durst Publications, Ltd. 

29-28 41st Avenue 

Long Island City, NY 11101 

Please ship: 

copies Sheldon’s Penny Whimsy 1793-1814 @ 

copies Newcomb US Copper Cents 1816-1857 @ 

sets (both books) @ 

A check is attached. 


$ /book 


$ 

/hook 

$ 

/set 


Penny-Whimsy republished under 
agreement with Early American 
Coppers, Inc., to which a royalty 
is paid for each copy sold. 


Name 


Address 
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EAC 1990 - AN OVERVIEW 


Oim Roecker 

EAC '90— wow, what a convention! I have had the good fortune to be able to 
attend more than one convention, and each one is better than the last. 

This year's convention had the standard fare. It began on Thursday evening 
with an informal get-together for snacks and conversation. This is the time 
for renewing old friendships and beginning new ones. Talking with fellow 
collectors, who share common interests, is very stimulating. Later in the 
evening, I attended the Half Cent Happening. Bill Weber should be credited 
with making this an annual affair; it has been an outstanding addition to the 
convention. I personally collect middle date large cents, but I still love 
the little half-sisters. Here you have an opportunity to see some truly out- 
standing examples of selected dates. Of course, it takes collectors willing 
to share their coins. If I had coins like those shown each year, I too would 
be happy to display them! 

Friday morning is the moment most collectors have been waiting for--the opening 
of the bourse. I share this anticipation, because I know this is one time when 
I can count on walking into a show with more than ten pieces of copper on dis- 
play... and what a display of copper it is! There are examples for all sizes 
of pocketbooks; it sure is fun to shop in this 'store'! 

Besides the dealers selling their wares, there were some very informative 
and interesting exhibits. My personal favorite was John Wright's display of 
'Old Friends '--examples of middle date large cents each acquired from a friend 
made and nurtured through EAC. Some of the names were familiar to me, some 
weren't, but it sure put collecting into the appropriate light. Thanks, Oohn. 

Friday night was the Educational Forum. The individuals who spoke were not only 
very knowledgeable on their respective subjects, but excited to share that know- 
ledge. Again this year, the entire program kept you awake--no easy task, as 
it was quite warm in the room. A special thanks to the speakers, Denis Loring, 
Bill Clones, "Tet" Tettenhorst, and Bob Grellman, and to Harry Sal yards for 
lining up the program. 

Saturday morning it was back to the bourse (if your pocketbook could stand it) 
for more looking and drooling (please, not on the coins!). Time was also avail- 
able to check out lots of interest in the annual EAC Sale. Come 7 pm, and the 
Sale begins. Here you have to be alert or Denis will get you. You also have 
to keep the smelling salts handy when you experience the action. Again this 
year, I felt I was going to leave the Sale without having bought much, and I 
was right. Nonetheless, it is still a fun event to attend, and to see exactly 
how competitive it can be, even among friends. The prices were high in general, 
but there were still some bargains, so you never give up. 

Sunday morning was the annual business meeting. Our new president, Phil Ralls, 
filled us in on what is happening in EAC. The EAC Award was given to Roger 
Cohen for his efforts in providing information on half cents for collectors. 
Unfortunately, serious illness prevented Roger attending to accept his award 
in person. I would like to join all EAC'ers in wishing Roger a speedy recovery. 
The current status of the large cent books-in-progress was also discussed; I 
gather that both the Breen early date book and the Wright middle date book can 
be expected in print within the next 18 months. We also were advised that the 
next three EAC conventions will be in Boston, St. Louis, and Philadelphia, 
respective! y--sounds good, doesn't it? 
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Finally, there was time for one more run through the bourse--perhaps to pick 
up an item missed during the action on Saturday evening. There was also time 
for good-byes and then, sadly, it was over for another year. If you missed 
this convention, try to plan now for next year's. Believe me, you will not 
regret it. The information that is shared and the opportunity to make new 
friends are both more than worth the expense of going--plus you get to see all 
that glorious copper. See you next year in Boston! 

************* 

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE TABLE 
Bill Tivol 

For more than a year now, I have been attributing coins for a local coin dealer. 
Several months ago, my role was expanded when I was asked if I would grade and 
price the coins, which led to his offering to pay my expenses at EAC in order 
to offer the coins for sale in person. Let me say at the outset that I'm glad 
I don't have to make my living doing th i s - - i t ' s a LOT of work. 

The week before EAC '90 was frantic. I had hoped to have the middle dates priced, 
but was only able to get halfway through. I wanted to find the late dates with 
rim breaks, I knew I would take the half cents (though I'd have to price them 
there), and I wanted to choose those of the fourteen double row boxes of large 
cents which I thought would sell well. 

Wednesday night I spent looking through the late dates for rim breaks, all the 
while ignoring my wife Sue's suggestions that I pack. At bedtime, I reset the 
alarm and went to sleep. . .OOPS, I'd forgotten to turn the alarm on, and awakened 
'only' 45 minutes late. I got out the changes of socks, underwear, some T-shirts 
(at Sue's insistence), and my toiletries, while starting to pack large cents. 

I kept stuffing them into my two carry-on bags, while Sue kept up a running 
tally of the time until my plane took off. Thus it happened that I left the 
rest of my clothing on the bed— but at least I had the coppers. I don't know 
exactly how much I took, but after two days of brisk sales, I only had ninety 
pounds with me when I got home. 

I was not too well prepared, and there was a lot I didn't know about setting 
up at a show (I even had the cases backwards). I decided to set out as much 
of a date set as I had of the half cents and large cents in one case, and a 
variety set of middle date cents in the other. But before I could finish up 
the first case, the customers started to arrive. I must have done something 
right, because there were customers at my table all day both Friday and Saturday. 

I learned quite a lot about the copper market. Four out of the first six people 
who came to my table asked about cuds. About as many people were interested 
in half cents as in large cents, and very few were interested in both. I found 
that I could sell choice coins for full CQR prices; that average coins would 
sell for a slight discount; and that even scudzy coins would sell if the price 
was right. Some people would either accept the quoted price or pass, while 
others would ask if I could do better (sometimes I could and sometimes I couldn't). 
As OHR says, the copper market is thin. The best sellers were coins in the Fine 
to Very Fine range, particularly middle dates--no wonder the CQR quotes have 
risen so rapidly for these coins. I was surprised that there was no interest 
in the 1804s, and only one mild query about 1799s. I did sell one scudzy, low- 
grade 1793. My rarest 1805 half cent didn't sell, but my rarest 1804 did. 
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The 1820 N14, the 1824 N5, and the 1839 N12 didn't sell either. A lot of decent 
pieces of both common and scarce varieties did sell, as did many scudzy coins, 
but the big-ticket items in general did not. 

As in other facets of life, nothing teaches more about coppers than experience. 
Being on the other side of the table taught me a lot, although if any of you 
decide to try it, be prepared to do more work than you think. My sincere thanks 
go to everyone who came to my table-- I hope you went away equally pleased. I 
have a heightened respect for all you dealers who make a living at it. As for 
me, I may be back at the next EAC, but I'm keeping my 'real life' job! 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


GUIDE TO THE RAREST LATE DATE VARIETIES: THE 17 EASIEST TO IDENTIFY 
A Summary of Information Presented at EAC '90 
Bob Grellman 

Key: * = best cherries 

pt/8 = position of point of curl relative to 8: 


* 43N17 - pt/8 : 
46N21 - pt/8: 

* 46N23 and 25 
47N34 - pt/8: 

* 47N36 - pt/8: 

* 47N43 - pt/8 
48N32 and 44 



= 5 . 1 closer to dentils than to bust. 

=4. Small date; hole in ear. Uncracked tops of UNITE. 

- Tall date; horizontal line crosses 1. No lines U . 

=4. Date not repunched. Top of 4 far from curl. 

-- 7 . Obv. die worn and bulged in center; top of 1 does not touch 

bust. Rev, die new with strong points up from top of CEN. 

=5. Base of 1 strongly recut below. Horizontal lines and 
points at NE in ONE. 

- pt/8=5. Crisp, well-defined dentils on obv. No line up 

from R(ICA); no crack tops of MER; CE not joined 
by crumbling. 


48N33 - pt/8=5. Strong lines up to right from IC, strongest line tangent 
to MC. Crack A3 to dentils. 


48N36 - Both 
48N42 - pt/8 
* 49N25 - pt/8 


dies heavily clashed, strongest under jaw. 
=0. Strong vertical line right of (CEN)T. 


=9 . 

* 49N30 - pt/8=4. 

50N24 - pt/8=8. 

* 51N42 - pt/8=5 . 

(unique) 


Lump left top of C, top of T in CENT. Single hubbed 
reverse (best verified at crossbar of A1 ) . 

Sharp lines from IC to IB with outermost tangent to MC. 

CE not connected; no point down from N in ONE. 

Date weak with top of 0 gone. Reverse die new, with 
curved line over UNI. 

Strong vertical lines left of *4. Obv. die crisp and new. 
No line up to left from left base of E in ONE (whereas said 
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1 i ne i s very strong on N1_) . 


* 56N22 - pt/8=6.5. Point up to left from nose even with eyelid. Line under 

left; pendant of T in UNITED to right base of that N. 

************* 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL EAC BUSINESS MEETING 
Orlando, Florida, May 13, 1990 

The meeting was called to order by president Phil Ralls at 9 AM. The usual 
round of introductions followed. Phil acknowledged a number of contributors 
to the convention: 

Bob and Cindy Grellman - convention chairs 

Bill Weber - bourse 

Mike Packard- exhibits 

Harry Sal yards - educational forum 

Ed Gasper, Gohn Wright, Stu Hodge - bourse set-up 

Bill Noyes, Geff Oliphant, Gack Robinson, Steve Fischer, 

Wes Rasmussen, and Denis Loring - EAC Sale 
The sale realized $580,000. 

Phil also thanked Harry Sal yards and Wes Rasmussen for their continuing work 
on Penny-Wise . 

The 1990 EAC Award was given to Roger S. Cohen. Roger was not in attendance 
due to serious illness. EAC congratulates Roger and wishes him a speedy recov- 
ery to full health. A copy of the award citation appears elsewhere in this 
issue of Penny-Wi se . 

Future EAC conventions will be: 

1991: April 25-28 in Boston. Chair: Pete Boisvert. 

The convention will be at the 57 Park Plaza Hotel, 
site of Ed Aleo's Bay State Coin Show. 

1992: St. Louis. Chair: R. Tettenhorst. 

1993: Philadelphia. Chair: Goe Kane. 

The status of the various large cent books was announced: 

Penny Whimsy is being reprinted by Sanford Durst, with additions by 
Denis Loring. The book is due out Guly 1. 

Walter Breen's early date book is being published by Dave Bowers. 

The book is due out by 1991. 

Gohn Wright's middle date book: galleys are due to Wes Rasmussen by 
Fall, 1990. 

The membership voted to continue the suspension of Geff Rock for its third 
year, with a view to his reinstatement in 1991. 

Gohn Wright announced that Florida EAC member Gohn Morton has passed away. 

EAC extends its condolences to his widow, Carolyn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 AM. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Denis W. Loring, National Secretary 
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Members and Guests in Attendance: 


Mike Packard 
Bob GreTIman 
Don Valenziano, Dr. 
Craig McDonald 
Bill Dones 
Mike Boka 

Robert Klosterboer 

Dohn M. Peters 

Mac MacDonald 

Barry Murphy 

Ellen LaForme 

Anne Weathers 

Denis Loring 

Dan Troll an 

Robert Matthews 

3. R. Frankenfield 

Lou Weissman 

Del Bland 

Dohn H. Burns 

Robert L. Brownell, Dr. 

Carvin Goodridge 

Scott Palmer 

Dim Young, Dr. 

Hank Spangenberger 
Michael Moyse 


Harry Col born 
Dohn Wright 
Mark E. Hays 
Paul N. Delfeld 
Carol Dones 
Darwin Palmer, Dr. 
Dim Roecker 
Bill Weber 
Philip Moore 
Ed Dasper 
Bob LaForme 
Bill Noyes 
Donna Levin 
Larry Hine 
Bob Shalowitz 
Tom Reynolds 
Grady Frisby 
Def frey 01 i phant 
Gino Sanfilippo 
Lanny Reinhardt 
Dohn Nicholas 
Walter Breen 
Mark Borckardt 
Pete Boisvert 
Robert M. Burns 


Cindy Gr ell man 
Mabel Ann Wright 
Dan Holmes 
Dan Valentine 
A1 Boka 

Bruce A. Morgan 
Ray Medhurst 
Harry Sal yards 
Dianna Moore 
Bert Cohen 
Don Weathers 
Phil Ralls 
Doug Bird 
March Wells 
Marti Shalowitz 
Chris Victor-McCawley 
Bob Vail 

Dack H. Robinson 
Gene Braig 
Bob Miller 
Dim McGuigan 
Tom Rinaldo 
Phyllis Thompson 
Anthony Terranova 


************* 


THE 1990 EAC CONVENTION 

WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE HALF CENT HAPPENING 

Mike Packard 


Like the past few years, this year's EAC Convention started last Fall for 
me. I keep volunteering to handle the exhibits and keep having my arm twisted 
to help with the Half Cent Happening; both these duties involve some planning 
early on. By the middle of April I had most of my obligations well under control 
and I began to anticipate the convention with the eagerness of a young boy about 
to attend his first baseball game. I was psyched! The closer May 10th came, 
the greater my anticipation grew. I took the 9th off to run a few errands--get 
my material and a supply of cash, check that I had my airline ticket, my sale 
catalogue, directions from the airport to the hotel, my camera, plenty of film, 
my minting facilities, and make a trip to the local ABC store to get a bottle of 
Scotland's finest. (I lost a bet on the Duke-UNLV game--boy, did I lose--and 
had to buy again.) 

Five A.M. came early, but I was up in a flash, showered, had breakfast, 
loaded the car, and woke Cath to drive me to the subway station from which I 
caught a train to National Airport. Aside from having to walk in the rain from 
the subway station to the airport (about one block) the trip went smoothly. When 
I arrived at the hotel I saw several good friends in the lobby, had a quick chat, 
checked in smoothly, and met Bill Weber, my roommate, in our room. We caught up 
on our lives over the past several months, discussed the Half Cent Happening, and 
talked about friends that were not going to be able to make the convention this 
year. I was getting hungry, but Bill advised that the local EAC members were 
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putting on a feast starting at 5 P.M. and that I should hold off eating until 
then. (We wouldn't want any good food to go to waste.) 

It was such a beautiful day that I decided to take a quick dip in the hotel 
pool. I left the room at 2 P.M. but ran into several more friends in the lobby 
and chatted with them for about 45 minutes. I finally got outside and was 
amazed at how hot it was, how humid it was, and how bright it was. I knew that 
my body could only take 30 to 45 minutes of this Florida sun, so I resolved 
that this was as long as I would stay out. By and by, Jim Young came out and 
we decided to go for a swim. Just as we got in the pool , the local Channel 6 
News helicopter flew over. I want to state categorically that there is no truth 
to the rumor that two baby white whales had been captured by Sea World and were 
being kept in a local Orlando hotel pool. I sometimes spout off, but that rumor 
is false. I was thinking of extending my pool time but another EAC'er, who had 
been at a water park the day before, came by and raised his shirt. Forty-five 
minutes was plenty the first time out, so I returned to my room, showered, and 
chatted with Bill and Dan Holmes, who had dropped in, until time for the feast. 

The hospitality get-together is always a fun time. A chance to meet fellow 
EAC'ers one hasn't seen in a year or two and a chance to make new friends. Half 
cent friends abounded--Bi 1 1 and Carol Jones, Carvin and Claire Goodridge, Lanny 
Reinhardt (dressed in a suit and the largest red bow tie I've ever seen), Ken 
Seachman, R. Tettenhorst, Gino Sanfilippo, Gene Braig, John Peters, Barry Murphy, 
Frank Wilkinson, Bill Tivol, Lou Weissman, and many others. Colonial specialists 
were fewer in number--Tony Terranova, Mike Ringo, Tony and Sharon Carlotto, and 
Tom Rinaldo, but just as enthusiastic about being at the convention. So too were 
the others in attendance--Bob and Cindy Grellman, our hosts for the weekend (and 
wonderful hosts they were); Stu Hodge, the outgoing EAC president; Phil Ralls, 
the incoming president; John and Mabel Ann Wright, Denis Loring, Peter Boisvert, 
Bert Cohen, Gerry Charron, Wes Rasmussen, Dick Punchard, Jan Valentine, Doug Bird, 
Del Bland, Bob Miller, and at least a score more. 

There were plenty of people to talk to, plenty of topics to talk about, 
and plenty of good food to eat. The honey mustard sauce for the ham was out of 
this world. The shrimp went quickly. Everything was wonderful. 

By and by, it became time to head to the Half Cent Happening. This event 
was initiated in 1986 at the Washington Convention by Bill Weber and has grown 
steadily since. Each year six or eight varieties of half cents are selected 
and everyone owning one or more of those varieties is invited to bring it to 
the Happening to be compared with other like pieces for grade and die state. 

Bill is convinced, and most agree, that the only way to obtain reliable Condi- 
tion Census data is to lay the coins out side by side for close inspection. Is 
there always agreement on which of two specimens is the better coin? Certainly 
not, but opinions are now based on side by side comparisons, rather than on hear- 
say or on viewing the coins at two different times under different conditions. 
Fortunately, many of those half cent collectors who own high grade pieces of. 
the selected varieties are willing to share them with everyone at the Happening. 
Even those who do not exhibit a specimen of one of the varieties can come and 
view some of the nicest half cents in existence. 

This was a great year for the Happening. Seventeen collectors exhibited 
their coins (including three who sent their coins when they couldn't make the 
Convention), and over 50 people signed up at the door to view these wonderful 
pieces. The varieties selected this year were the 1795 C-6a and C-6b (no pole 
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varieties), 1802 C-l and C-2, and the two 1826 1 s . Each variety was special 
and had something of interest for those viewing them. 

After introductions, several announcements were made. One was that Roger 
Cohen is ill and a card was provided for those who wished to send him their good 
wishes. I'm sure he would appreciate hearing from those not in attendance. 
Another was that Frank Wilkinson was there to photograph significant pieces 
displayed at the Happening. Frank has undertaken the ambitious project of 
photographing all high grade and scarce to rare die states of half cents. Those 
who have such pieces in theiir collections can contact Frank through me. 

R. Tettenhorst exhibited what must surely be the finest 1795 C-6a. The 
coin was a beautiful uncirculated piece with faded rosy red color. Several 
other high grade pieces of this variety were exhibited, but none compared with 
this example. The C-6a was an interesting variety in that it is commonly found 
overstruck on Talbot, Allum, and Lee planchets, with much undertype visible, 
struck offcenter, and double-struck. The mint employees must have had a lot of 
time on their hands during the period these coins were struck to have produced 
so many error pieces. 

The 1795 C-6b is struck from the same pair of dies, but are on heavy plan- 
chets. Roger Cohen confided to me once that he thinks he erred when he listed 
this as a separate sub-variety in his book because a different planchet stock 
does not make a different variety. This variety is listed as R6 by both Cohen 
and Breen with 18 varieties known in 1982-3. Several have been found since. 
There were 10 of these "Heavies" on exhibit. I weighed them on my gun powder 
scale (accurate, I think, to + or - 1 grain) and the weights varied from 104.5 
grains to 125.3 grains with half weighing in the 116-119 grain range. The two 
light-weight pieces (including the finest on display, at 106.1 grains) may have 
been struck on leftover 104 grain planchets, in my opinion. None of the pieces 
exhibited any undertype that I saw so it is impossible to state with certainty 
that these pieces were struck on cut down, spoiled large cents. 

The 1802 C-l is the famous 1802 with the reverse of 1800. It is one of 
the classic rarities in the half cent series and always commands a hefty premium 
when it appears on the market. There are currently about 26 examples of this 
variety known putting it in the lower R6 range. Seven specimens were displayed 
at the Happening. The finest and third finest were there, as were a couple of 
other CC pieces. A couple of pieces from the bottom of the grade range were 
also there, but few would have passed on them if they were recognized in a 
dealer's junk box. This table always had a crowd. One does not see 1802 C-l's 
that often, and seeing seven at one time is truly an event. 

The 1802 C-2 table was filled. Lots of very desirable pieces were on dis- 
play and everyone was a keeper. The owner of the Missouri collection should be 
aware that his second-line piece was slightly preferred to his first-line in the 
popular voting. 

The 1826 C-l's were represented by several mint state pieces, but not as 
many as I would have expected. Still in all, the pieces displayed were high 
quality and desirable. One very interesting piece was displayed here. It was 
a uniface specimen, only the second known to those present and the only specimen 
struck on the obverse. The other has an 1809 reverse as the struck face. My 
own opinion is that two blank planchets came together in the die at once to make 
this piece. Others are convined that the reverse was struck by a capped die. 
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From every answered question comes a number of conclusions, and often a 
new set of questions. 

CONCLUSIONS 

1) Searching for numismatic information is great fun. In fact, it can be as much 
fun as searching for coins. Even when I wasn't making any progress toward the 
answer I was looking for, it was an enjoyable experience. I met many friendly 
numismatists. Typically, they listened to the question and the reason for ask- 
ing it; they expressed interest; they encouraged me to continue the search; and 
they made suggestions as to other people who might be contacted. 

2) Almost anyone can do research. The observations made and investigations under- 
taken did not require any particular depth of numismatic knowledge. As our 
mid-western farmers sometimes say, "Even a blind pig will pick up an acorn 
once in a while." 

3) Just because something has been written down in books for a long time and often 
repeated doesn't always mean that it is true. 

4) A certain humility is important for a researcher. Just because I knew some 
significant facts didn't mean that I knew all the facts. 

5) J - 155 is a pattern, but, of course, with a much different metallic content 
than was previously ascribed to it. 

QUESTIONS 

1) Why did Mr. Woodin make a mistake of this magnitude? 

2) Why did so many knowledgeable numismatists examine the Woodin-Farouk-Norweb 
half cent and the Dupont-Spence half cent over the years without raising the 
questions about differences in strike and weight between these 1854 coins 
and the 1856 copper-nickel patterns, which are so obvious using hindsight? 

3) Why was there tin and silver in this Norweb coin alloy? Here let me offer 
some hypotheses. As to tin, J. P. Martin of ANACS quotes a letter from James 
C. Booth, the melter and assayer of the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, who said 
that more tin was added "in an attempt to prevent the bronze pieces from tar- 
nishing" (it has previously been assumed that this comment referred to J - 162 , 
the one cent piece struck in a material described "Oroide"). As to silver, 
since the mint was testing alloys for a smaller one-cent piece to replace 

the large copper cents which most of us love, a 4 percent silver content would 
be about what was needed to ensure that the new coins would contain one cent's 
worth of metal. At the time when this pattern was made, those responsible 
for our coins were still operating under the quaint nineteenth-century notion 
that money should have intrinsic value. They did not realize that one could 
rely solely on the integrity of our elected officials to make sure that money 
retained its full worth. They believed that you needed full precious metal 
content in money to avoid inflation. It was such a cynical age! 

4) Are there other nineteeth-century pattern coins which have a metallic content 
different from what is specified in the current references? How many others 
have actually been tested? 

Finally, appreciation should be expressed to Frank Wilkinson for the high 
quality of his photographs, which reveal so clearly the critical issue of strike 
intensity. Also, thanks to those EAC members who wrote me after Part I of the 
article, which appeared in the March, 1990 issue of Penny-Wise , and others who 
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(A capped die has a planchet stuck to the face of one of the dies, in this case 
the reverse die that strikes several subsequent coins. The first few of the 
later coins struck would show an obverse brockage on the reverse face, but the 
obverse impression would soon wear off the planchet stuck to the die, giving 
later coins struck a faded reverse impression that was struck through the plan- 
chet stuck to the reverse die.) It was an interesting piece. 

The C-2 variety of 1826 is an R-3 variety that is difficult to find in high 
grade, but numerous high grade examples found their way to that table. Perhaps 
the most interesting piece was an example with the rare (R7) two star break. 

This piece was put out rather late in the viewing so some of those present did 
not get an opportunity to view this significant rarity. 

The Happening lasted about two and one half hours and the exhibitors were 
kind enough to leave their coins until everyone had seen their fill. This was 
truly a sharing and educational experience and epitomizes what EAC is all about. 
After the Happening, we split into smaller groups to talk of half cents, large 
cents, and whatever other topics came to mind. 

(To be continued) 

************* 

THE 1854 COPPER-NICKEL PATTERN HALF CENT - DOES IT EXIST? — PART II 

R. Tettenhorst 

Hello again, Patient Readers! 

When last we chatted, the Woodin-Farouk-Norweb coin, the so-called 1854 
copper-nickel pattern (Judd-155), had been sent off to the American Numismatic 
Association Certification Service (ANACS) for X-Ray spectroscopy. The Dupont- 
Spence piece had previously proven to be 100 percent copper, and not a pattern. 
The Norweb piece had a similar full-strike and similar 83.4 grain weight. There- 
fore, I thought I knew what the results of the test on the Norweb piece would be, 
namely: 

1) that it was impossible for nickel to be in the alloy; 

2) thus, the Norweb coin would be a regular copper 1854 half cent; 

3) thus, since no other example of J - 1 55 was known, that pattern sim- 
ply did not exist. 

While awaiting the letter to confirm these conclusions, I began writing an arti- 
cle with the title "The Undiscovery of a Variety." 

When the letter from ANACS did arrive, I casually opened it. However, my 
nonchalance soon dissolved. My first assumption was indeed correct, since the 
coin did not contain any nickel. However, as to the other assumptions, I could 
not have been more wrong. 

The approximate metallic content of the coin was: 

copper 80% 

tin 16% 

silver 4% 

nickel 0% 

Tin! Silver! Clearly J-155 was firmly reestablished as a pattern in an 
experimental alloy. What a totally unexpected development! 
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expressed opinions at the May, 1990 EAC Convention. And, of course, without the 
help of Eric P. Newman who arranged for and those who carried out the nondestruc- 
tive metallic tests, none of the new information would be known. 

************* 

EAC 1990: SMALL FISH SWIMS IN BIG POND 

Ray Medhurst 

May 12th dawned. The big day I had been waiting for had finally arrived, 
my first EAC Convention. I had skipped FUN in January for the purpose of saving 
my money for this event. The EAC Convention promised to have several times the 
copper dealers than are usually present at the FUN Show. This was my big chance. 
Unfortunately, conditions at my job dictated that I could not take Thursday or 

Friday off. As it turned out, this would have been impossible anyway as my four 

month old son, Andrew, came down with an ear infection. But Saturday he was look- 
ing well enough to be dropped off at grandma's, and my wife, Karen, and I pointed 
the truck north and headed up 1-75. 

Three hours later we arrived at the Twin Towers in Orlando, and I was quickly 
on the bourse floor. However, by 6:30 p.m. as the bourse was closing down, I 
wandered out a bit disappointed. I collect 1794 cents and was looking for some- 
thing with decent surfaces. Prices for most of the pieces I was interested in 

were high. It was apparent that if I wanted to add to my collection^ compromise 

was in order. However, I did get a chance to view some beautiful 94 s. Bert 
Cohen and Tom Reynolds had some wonderful Liberty Caps in their display cases. 
Folks, we’re talking excellent color and surfaces here, and all these 
cents are for sale. While at Tom's table, Tom Morley came by with a new find, 
an S-38. Looks like this coin will make the Condition Census. Thanks for the 
peek, Tom. 

With the bourse closed down, I grabbed Karen and we drove down International 
Drive for a bite to eat at Chili's and a few laughs at the Elvis Presley museum 
across the street. I had not planned on attending the sale because the 1794 cents 
in it were beyond my reach. No sense frustrating myself. But after we returned 
to the hotel, I steered Karen toward the sale room. On our way in, a disappointed 
collector was walking out. Was this a bad omen? We entered at the back of the 
room and stayed for about two dozen lots. When Lot #298 was hammered down at 
$11,000, my wife was aghast. "You're a small fish in a big pond," she said. 

That's true, I thought, arid it's best to stay out of the way of the big fish dur- 
ing feeding time. 

We left shortly therafter; a source who stayed for the entire sale later 
told me that prices were high with a couple of dealers dominating the floor. As 
bad as this may sound, the dealers in question are known to represent many absen- 
tee collectors, so it was hard to tell who was winning here, dealers or collectors. 
I'm such a distant observer, and a small fish to boot anyway, it's hard to keep 
score. But I do have one editorial comment to make. I've read all the back 
issues of P-W. Invariably, every three or four years members have written in to 
protest theTapparent takeover of the hobby by investors, and to warn that the 
high prices would spell doom for large cent collecting in general. It hasn't 
happened. But it is apparent that as members drop out of EAC they seem to be 
replaced by collectors in a higher economic status group. Maybe the days of 
"Joe Collector" are leaving us, I don't know. But I do know this: we live in 

a society in which the dichotomy between the Haves and the Have Nots is growing 
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daily, and is certainly wider than it was in 1967 when the club was founded. 

The hobby of coin collecting is caught up in this movement, and there is simply 
no one at fault here. If "Joe Collector" is to survive, specialization and 
patience must be in his repertoire. 

Sunday morning began with the annual EAC business meeting. Denis Loring's 
minutes appear elsewhere in this section. I'd like to add two particulars not 
mentioned by Denis. First, when it was announced that Sanford Durst would be 
reprinting Penny-Whimsy , some criticisms of this choice were voiced by members. 
Denis responded that, since EAC's copyright to Penny-Whimsy has expired, Durst 
was being most generous in donating $1.50 back to the club for each book sold. 

The edition will contain a new three-page introduction written by Denis, two 
new appendices, and information on all 12 new varieties discovered since the 
1965 edition was published. The book is due out July 1, 1990. The cost will be 
$50, and Denis assured the club that both the paper and the plates will be of 
high quality. 

Second, there was some discussion regarding the traditional Saturday night 
timing of the EAC Sale. The time-honored tendency for potential customers to 
'sit on their money' until after they'd 'tested the waters' of the sale was noted; 
it was pointed out that this tended to restrict a lot of bourse activity to 
very little time on Sunday morning, even as members were packing up to return 
home. In response, other members pointed out that moving the Educational Forum, 
instead, to Saturday evening would relegate it to second-class status, and thus 
diminish the educational role of the club; also an EAC Sale on Friday night would 
reduce the time available to view the lots, while a Saturday morning Sale would 
mean that the bourse would open too late in the day on Saturday. Phil Ralls 
ended the discussion by announcing that he would form a committee to look into 
the problem. I got the impression while listening to all of this that the major- 
ity of members do not want a change here. 

Out on the bourse floor again, it was time to make a decision. I hit all 
the dealers' tables that I had missed on Saturday and found myself at Bob Matthews' 
table. Money and coins exchanged hands, and I had my '94. It was the best coin 
that my pocketbook could afford. Next time I'll bring more money. We checked 
out at noon and headed back to Fort Myers. It will be a long time before an EAC 
Convention comes this close to me again, and 22 hours seems to be too short a 
time to spend at such an important event. But I had examined and had taken 
notes on scores of my favorite year cents. Knowledge was gained, and perhaps 
that's the most important consideration. 

Meanwhile, back home, Andrew needed to be fed and held while mom went to 
the grocery store. Out comes my purchase. "Hey little fella, can you say 
Liberty Cap large cent?" After my little boy held the 'office boy' cent I 
thought about my next article for P-W : The long term effect of baby drool on 

large copper pennies. 




- 186 - 


X EC EWE%E> 


exe exkpi x94e%jce9( coxpe%$ club 
wishes eo EC%XPWLxx>gx exe sig9(ificE9(E 

COXE%IB UEI09($ Of 94.%. %OgX%. s. COXX9( J%EO 
EXE EEXE9(pE94E9lE 0% X9(pWLEE>gE I9(EXE 
(FIELD OJ U9(IELD SEEEES ‘XEL ( J CE9(E 
9Q194IS94EEICS . 94 % COXE9CXES SUSEEI9(ED E9( 
I9&E%ESE I9(EXlS SPECIECIEy ( JO%.94 eXE 
<yEE%g E9(p 940SE I94%0%EE9(TL‘y' 9&LS SXE%‘ED 
94IS EXEE9($lXX %XpWLXE>gX EXROUgX 
%UELICEEI09(0 ( F ; E94X%ICEX XELE CXXES, 

EXE LIETLE SISEEXS", 1911971 119(E) IES 2nd EE I - 
‘TI09f, 19(1982. I9(EE>E>IEI 09(94%. C0X%9(XES 
C09($ISEE9(ELy XA£D %9(TXUSIESElCELLy 
ASSISEEE) COLLECEO%$ E>XSI%J9(g EXE LEELSE 
XEXJEEy, SUE-XE%JEEy E9(E> CX9&US %9(0W - 
LX'DQX EXEILEELE. WE EXE 94X94EX%£ 0% EXE 
EEXJxy E94X%JCE9(C0EEX%$ CLUE EWE%E> 
C09494IETEX EEXE %LEESU%E I9( %0%94ELLy 

e cxXpWLxvg i9(g %ogxx coxex 's co9(t%j - 

BUEIOXS EO 9(U94IS94EEICS I9(gX9(X%EL E9(p 
EXIS 0%QE9(IZEEIOX I9( EEXEICULEX 

JL# 

Mr. Dick Punchard, Dr. Phil 'Ralls, 
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The EAC90 Sale 


John D. Wright, NLG 


"Where is my catalog?" This was the subject of dozens of phone 
calls to me, to Rasmussen, to Noyes, and to Hodge throughout the 
month of April. Finally, two and one half weeks before the event, 
the catalogs arrived and the rumors we'd been hearing began to 
flesh out. 


Steve Fischer outdid himself again on the artwork — so much so 
that the word among the officers at the convention was "if you see 
any Disney lawyers, run". The contents were, as the rumors had 
said, awesome. And at lot preview many of the coppers were even 
more impressive than their descriptions. Throughout Friday and 
most of Saturday the lot-viewing table stayed full, and without 
our army of volunteer lot-showers we'd never have satisfied the 
high demand to see all of these marvelous cents. 


Finally comes Saturday night, 7 PM. The deep, narrow room is 
populated with 200 or so EAC members, most hoping to become 
buyers. Jeff Oliphant makes his annual announcement: "This is a 
private sale by and for the benefit of Early American Coppers and 
its members. Only members are eligible to bid. If you are not a 
current EAC member, you should not be in this room." ... and so 
on. Denis Loring begins the sale and the first 15 lots (five 
colonials, three Hard Times tokens, two books, five half cents) go 
in just over five minutes. A third of these go to book bids or 
reserves — this is a slow start. 


But then the REAL power comes up, and it will be more than five 
hours till the excitement subsides. How about a VF 1793 cap, S12, 
opening at $3200 and hammering at $35,000? Or three lots later a 
Mint State 1794 head of '93 that sells at $31,000? Yes, the coins 
are fully as choice as described. Lots 21-28 (very nice 1794 's) 
run $2K to $13K each. As we scream thru the 1790's four-figure 
prices are the norm. The lots I had circled to buy come and go 
and I'm still dry. The 1800 S194 is a truly awesome coin that 
bids up to $10,500, and the monster-cud S207 goes for $1800 (a 
bargain for that marvelous coin). In an hour we've done 77 lots 
and the early date cents are history. 


For the mid-dates, the ' thousand-dollar price barrier' seems as 
ephemeral as the much hyped 'sound barrier' of 40 years ago, as 
bids slide effortlessly and regularly past that mark. In this 
section I get a lot of exercise in raising and lowering my card — 
most of it absolutely free (the underbidder pays nothing). Maybe 
I'd bid more aggressively if I'd started this five years ago 
instead of over 30 (my first MS large cent cost me $17.50!). But 
these surely are NICE cents that I'd LOVE to have! We run thru 
108 lots from 8 to 9 PM — picking up steam, but still a slow pace 
compared to previous years . 
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The room is thinning out now — only 50-60 of the 200 starters 
remain as we come back to lot 187 after a short intermission. The 
bidding doesn't seem to suffer any. More free exercise for me and 
by 10 PM we reach the 1840's. Even in a series that I collect 
only casually, there are nuggets of great interest to me. The 
off-centers come and go, the occasional super-color cent, the 
1849/8 (an upgrade), and I'm still dry. The late-date boys are 
having as much fun on their series as I did on mine, but I'm 
reduced to mechanical-mode by now. Somewhere around midnight it 
runs out and settlement begins. In five hours 66 buyers have 
spent $579,374 for 458 coins and two books. Five lots were not 
sold. Lot-delivery takes about an hour and by 1 AM the EAC90 sale 
is history. 


-k'k-k-kic-k-k'k'k-k'kic 

ADDITIONAL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


John Wright writes, 

At an intermission at the EAC90 Sale, I made some remarks that I truly 
and deeply regret. My statements were wholly true, but I did not taste my 
bitter words before spitting them out. I did not consider what they might 
imply, what misunderstandings might ensue from them, and what hurt I could 
cause by them. My careless words have hurt a dear friend, Del Bland, and I 
apologize publicly for that hurt. 

To set the record straight, Del did not consign any lots to this sale, 
and had no personal motive for changing his opinion of the low-grade S121A 
in this sale. I am truly sorry that my careless comment may have implied 
otherwise. 


★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Denis Loring writes, 

Thanks again to E.A.C. for your contributions to the 1990 New York Walk 
Against A.I.D.S. As promised, I ran the full 10 kilometers. Together, we 
raised $2800 for the fight against A.I.D.S. I deeply appreciate your gener- 
osity and your support. 


'k m k-kic'k m k'k'k-k'k'k'k-k 

EPITAPH 

Arriving early for a convention adds to the anticipation. The first day 
there, I found a strikingly beautiful liberated miss at poolside. Her long 
flowing hair was adorned with a little blue ribbon. Her deep tan (with only 
slight red tinges), knowing eyes and hard body that appeared free from imperfec- 
tions stirred my genes. I asked to join her and she said she didn't care. When 
asked if she was all alone, she responded, "Gee - no," and explained her many 
half-sisters scattered around the world, including some in Orlando for a family 
convention. She was frank about their status - some available, some not (cur- 
rently) and all with expensive tastes. While spreading the Copper Tone I found 
the "SAM" tattoo on her left cheek and immediately woke up. 

- Gene Braig 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 
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XXIV/138 




$$$ 

280 

190 

36 

42 

0 

0 

52 

150 

375 

130 

150 

200 

190 

400 

130 

1150 

5000 

975 

800 

1000 

5800 

5800 

3000 

7000 

2000 

8000 

3000 

4400 

700 

475 

120 

75 

2400 

2700 

900 

4000 

4400 

650 

1100 

3800 

1100 

4400 

9000 

300 

8500 

1350 

425 

2700 

0500 

600 


$$$ 

2100 

2100 

1900 

4800 

800 

2300 

3000 

2000 

3600 

575 

2100 

300 

1300 

3200 

950 

2100 

1450 

575 

6000 

48 

1450 

700 

1400 

1050 

1600 

240 

1100 

1900 

1250 

2600 

56 

575 

2800 

1800 

2000 

1900 

1600 

1000 

900 

140 

475 

3200 

30 

375 

400 

90 

650 

1000 

1400 

525 


EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
PRICES REALIZED 
1990 SALE 


LOT 

$$$ 

LOT 

$$$ 

51 

1900 

101 

70 

52 

3600 

102 

250 

53 

1800 

103 

180 

54 

900 

104 

38 

55 

8000 

105 

80 

56 

950 

106 

425 

57 

1100 

107 

325 

58 

1000 

108 

2600 

59 

100 

109 

4600 

60 

0 

110 

170 

61 

4000 

111 

2000 

62 

1050 

112 

1900 

63 

5200 

113 

48 

64 

45 

114 

200 

65 

100 

115 

1400 

66 

1350 

116 

2300 

67 

325 

117 

230 

68 

500 

118 

1900 

69 

140 

119 

3200 

70 

900 

120 

135 

71 

2000 

121 

3800 

72 

4000 

122 

275 

73 

190 

123 

900 

74 

1100 

124 

3800 

75 

8000 

125 

58 

76 

400 

126 

130 

77 

900 

127 

3400 

78 

1150 

128 

525 

79 

1000 

129 

1150 

80 

4800 

130 

2200 

81 

650 

131 

125 

82 

1000 

132 

0 

83 

1400 

133 

600 

84 

300 

134 

2100 

85 

1100 

135 

600 

86 

850 

136 

150 

87 

400 

137 

525 

88 

650 

138 

56 

89 

950 

139 

700 

90 

250 

140 

800 

91 

3200 

141 

3600 

92 

800 

142 

190 

93 

46 

143 

550 

94 

115 

144 

300 

95 

95 

145 

80 

96 

210 

146 

2200 

97 

1150 

147 

200 

98 

500 

148 

475 

99 

85 

149 

150 

100 

2400 

150 

1500 


LOT 

$$$ 

LOT 

$$$ 

151 

95 

201 

325 

152 

375 

202 

375 

153 

950 

203 

170 

154 

1450 

204 

500 

155 

395 

205 

425 

156 

190 

206 

110 

157 

400 

207 

180 

158 

650 

208 

1350 

159 

1600 

209 

44 

160 

210 

210 

900 

161 

2000 

211 

120 

162 

1350 

212 

140 

163 

800 

213 

80 

164 

2400 

214 

325 

165 

190 

215 

950 

166 

750 

216 

500 

167 

300 

217 

450 

168 

400 

218 

500 

169 

220 

219 

280 

170 

650 

220 

1200 

171 

210 

221 

950 

172 

500 

222 

2000 

173 

58 

223 

525 

174 

0 

224 

650 

175 

65 

225 

1700 

176 

325 

226 

1100 

177 

200 

227 

1400 

178 

310 

228 

1500 

179 

450 

229 

2000 

180 

2500 

230 

2700 

181 

4600 

231 

950 

182 

160 

232 

1400 

183 

350 

233 

1100 

184 

2300 

234 

1000 

185 

1350 

235 

500 

186 

850 

236 

75 

187 

260 

237 

210 

188 

280 

238 

250 

189 

700 

239 

1200 

190 

575 

240 

2300 

191 

1450 

241 

650 

192 

1000 

242 

150 

193 

375 

243 

575 

194 

2200 

244 

750 

195 

325 

245 

475 

196 

550 

246 

100 

197 

850 

247 

400 

198 

325 

248 

575 

199 

2700 

249 

140 

200 

58 

250 

800 
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EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
PRICES REALIZED 
1990 SALE 


LOT 

$$$ 

LOT 

$$$ 

LOT 

$$$ 

LOT 

$$$ 

LOT 

$$$ 

LOT 

$$$ 

301 

1800 

331 

230 

361 

900 

391 

325 

421 

2700 

451 

60 

302 

1100 

332 

270 

362 

550 

392 

28 

422 

100 

452 

190 

303 

4600 

333 

75 

363 

350 

393 

375 

423 

110 

453 

65 

304 

1050 

334 

1050 

364 

1600 

394 

70 

424 

100 

454 

3000 

305 

1500 

335 

135 

365 

65 

395 

180 

425 

300 

455 

40 

306 

525 

336 

1050 

366 

900 

396 

270 

426 

475 

456 

525 

307 

800 

337 

230 

367 

110 

397 

135 

427 

105 

457 

230 

308 

1250 

338 

110 

368 

425 

398 

95 

428 

105 

458 

2000 

309 

450 

339 

100 

369 

58 

399 

10000 

429 

600 

459 

800 

310 

850 

340 

210 

370 

200 

400 

26 

430 

1600 

460 

32 

311 

300 

341 

1500 

371 

1400 

401 

400 

431 

900 

461 

800 

312 

260 

342 

1350 

372 

600 

402 

85 

432 

750 

462 

300 

313 

750 

343 

130 

373 

2200 

403 

18 

433 

190 

463 

150 

314 

800 

344 

1200 

374 

750 

404 

1900 

434 

30 

464 

200 

315 

900 

345 

75 

375 

180 

405 

34 

435 

475 

465 

550 

316 

750 

346 

240 

376 

450 

406 

90 

436 

5 



317 

750 

347 

750 

377 

425 

407 

75 

437 

600 



318 

300 

348 

850 

378 

575 

408 

75 

438 

850 



319 

125 

349 

450 

379 

30 

409 

40 

439 

375 



320 

575 

350 

550 

380 

70 

410 

280 

440 

110 



321 

52 

351 

5 

381 

48 

411 

450 

441 

26 



322 

400 

352 

180 

382 

900 

412 

1300 

442 

1000 



323 

500 

353 

20 

383 

150 

413 

50 

443 

425 



324 

1400 

354 

56 

384 

425 

414 

14 

444 

17 



325 

1100 

355 

52 

385 

200 

415 

140 

445 

30 



326 

1000 

356 

350 

386 

18 

416 

115 

446 

650 



327 

1150 

357 

700 

3 87 

26 

417 

20 

447 

80 



328 

350 

358 

1100 

388 

900 

418 

80 

448 

325 



329 

160 

359 

1100 

3 89 

54 

419 

600 

449 

325 



330 

2400 

360 

1600 

390 

120 

420 

20 

450 

1450 




Price 'O' is no sale. 

Lot 252 is N3 , not N2. 

Lot 290 is whizzed, not MS. 
Lot 301 is N6 , not N16C. 
Lot 455 is N16 , not N5A. 


460 lots sold to 66 buyers for $579,374. 
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